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Volume XLI Number 1 September 27, 2016 

Robert E. L. Krick 

“Frayser’s Farm / Glendale: The Penultimate Fight of 
the Seven Days Campaign, and a Battle Known by 

Six Different Names” 

 

Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday 
evening, September 27, 2016 for Robert Krick’s presentation of 
“Frayser’s Farm / Glendale: The Penultimate Fight of the Seven Days 
Campaign, and a Battle Known by Six Different Names”.  

The Seven Days Campaign outside Richmond in 1862, so sweeping 
in its scope and complex in its details, remains imperfectly 
understood.  The individual battles of that week often lose their 
separate identities.  In fact, three of the battles should be more 
famous than they are, as stand-alone examples of sweeping and 
intense Civil War combat.  Frayser's Farm (often called Glendale) is a 
perfect case.  It involved some 50,000 men fighting across a narrow 
front, with a combined casualty figure of perhaps 7000 men.   
 
Today the battle is best known as a failed opportunity for the 
Confederate army, which had the Army of the Potomac in an 
awkward and vulnerable situation on that June 30 afternoon.  The 
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story of the action, with its ebbs, flows, and controversies, is one 
worth knowing.  

Robert Krick has lived or worked on Civil War battlefields almost 
continuously since 1972.  He grew up on the Chancellorsville 
battlefield near Fredericksburg and has worked in various historical 
capacities at several battlefields, including Custer Battlefield in 
Montana, and Manassas Battlefield.  Since 1991 he has been an 
historian on the staff at the battlefield park in Richmond.  Mr. Krick is 
widely published on Civil War topics.  In 2003 the University of North 
Carolina Press published his biographical register of the Army of 
Northern Virginia’s staff officers (Staff Officers in Gray).  Most 
recently he had an essay in Cold Harbor to the Crater (2015, UNC 
Press). 

Last May Meeting 

John V. Quarstein presented “The Battle of Mobile Bay.”. John 
described the dramatic naval action which featured the confrontation 
between the Union’s Rear Admiral David G. Farragut and 
Confederate Admiral Franklin Buchanan. This was the battle that is 
remembered for Admiral Farragut’s famous order…”damn the 
torpedoes…! 

John V. Quarstein is an award-winning historian, preservationist, 
lecturer, and author. He served as historian for the city of Hampton’s 
400th anniversary. He previously worked for thirty years as the 
director of the Virginia War Museum and as consultant to The 
Mariners’ Museum’s MONITOR Center. Quarstetin is now serving as 
the Chief Development Officer for the USS MONITOR Foundation at 
The Mariners’ Museum. 

Quarstein has been involved in a wide variety of historic preservation 
initiatives including the creation of Civil War battlefield parks like 
Redoubt Park in Williamsburg or Lee’s Mill Park in Newport News as 
well as historic house museums such as Lee Hall Mansion and 
Endview Plantation. His current preservation endeavors feature the 
Rebecca Vaughan House, Lee Hall Depot, Causey’s Mill, Big Bethel 
Battlefield and Fort Monroe. John Quarstein also serves on several 
boards and commissions such as Virginia Civil War Trails, Virginia 
War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission Advisory Council and the 
Newport News Sesquicentennial Commission.  
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Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an 
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to 
WCWRT. Registration form 

2015-2016 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
and J. Michael Moore. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• October 25, 2016 - Rob Orrison - "Lee's Last Offensive - The 
Bristoe Campaign" 

• November 22, 2016 - Scott Mingus - "Extra Billy Smith" 
• December 20, 2016 - Sue Boardman - "A Painting without 

Boundaries - The Gettysburg Cyclorama" 
• January 24, 2017 - Dr. Jonathan White - "Lincoln and Civil 

Liberties" 
• February 28, 2017 - Emmanual Dabney - "USCT's At The 

Battle of the Crater" 
• March 28, 2017 - Dr. Kenneth Rutherford “Landmines in Our 

Backyard: The Civil War’s Buried History” 
• April 25, 2017 - Ernie Price - "Marching Out of Formation - 

Confederates Going Home After Appomattox" 
• May 23, 2017 - Chris Kolakowski - "The Battle of Missionary 

Ridge" 

Upcoming Outside Events 

• June - November, 2016 - Join us at 2 p.m. on Sept. 5, Oct. 3 
and Nov. 7 to learn about the Battle of Smithfield. The tour 
begins with a presentation at the Isle of Wight County Museum. 
details 

• October 20-22, 2016 - The Franklin Civil War Round Table 
(FCWRT) announces “The Battle of Franklin Symposium”, 
presented by the Battle of Franklin Trust (BOFT). details 

 



Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter                                           Page 4 of 4 

Winning essay in SCV Scholarship Contest is awarded to Miss. 
Kayla Coghlan of Jamestown High School. essay 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org. 



Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter                                           Page 1 of 4 

 
 
 
Volume XLI Number 2 October 25, 2016 

Robert Orrison 

“The Bristoe Campaign” 

 

Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday 
evening, October 25, 2016 for Robert Orrison’s “The Bristoe 
Campaign”. 

Most people skip from Gettysburg to the Wilderness when studying 
the Civil War in the east. But in doing so they are skipping over a very 
combative fall between the Army of Northern Virginia and the Army of 
the Potomac, in which Robert E Lee proved that the Confederate 
army was not as wounded as most believed. The events in October 
1863 led the Army of Northern Virginia back to the doorstep of 
Washington, DC and left a frustrated Lincoln looking for new military 
leadership. Historian Rob Orrison will discuss the events surrounding 
the Bristoe Campaign and put it into context of the overall strategic 
situation in Virginia. Was Gettysburg truly the Confederate High 
Tide?  Or did the ever aggressive Lee and the Army of Northern 
Virginia have more in the tank? 
 
A native Virginian, Rob Orrison received his B.A. in Historic 
Preservation at Longwood College and his M.A. in Public History from 
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George Mason University. He now serves as the Historic Site 
Operations Supervisor for Prince William County. He also leads tours 
with Civil War Excursion Tours, which he co-founded, and he’s co-
author of A Want of Vigilance: The Bristoe Station Campaign (Savas 
Beatie, 2015) and A Long Road North: A Guide to the Gettysburg 
Campaign (Savas Beatie, 2016).  Rob serves as treasurer of the 
Historic House Museum Consortium of Washington, D.C., and sits on 
the boards of directors of the Mosby Heritage Area Association, 
Virginia Civil War Trails, and is Vice President of the Virginia 
Association of Museums. He lives in Prince William County with his 
wife Jamie and son Carter. 
 
Last Meeting 

Robert Krick presented“Frayser’s Farm / Glendale: The Penultimate 
Fight of the Seven Days Campaign, and a Battle Known by Six 
Different Names”.  

The Seven Days Campaign outside Richmond in 1862, so sweeping 
in its scope and complex in its details, remains imperfectly 
understood.  The individual battles of that week often lose their 
separate identities.  In fact, three of the battles should be more 
famous than they are, as stand-alone examples of sweeping and 
intense Civil War combat.  Frayser's Farm (often called Glendale) is a 
perfect case.  It involved some 50,000 men fighting across a narrow 
front, with a combined casualty figure of perhaps 7000 men.   
 
Today the battle is best known as a failed opportunity for the 
Confederate army, which had the Army of the Potomac in an 
awkward and vulnerable situation on that June 30 afternoon.  The 
story of the action, with its ebbs, flows, and controversies, is one 
worth knowing.  

Robert Krick has lived or worked on Civil War battlefields almost 
continuously since 1972.  He grew up on the Chancellorsville 
battlefield near Fredericksburg and has worked in various historical 
capacities at several battlefields, including Custer Battlefield in 
Montana, and Manassas Battlefield.  Since 1991 he has been an 
historian on the staff at the battlefield park in Richmond.  Mr. Krick is 
widely published on Civil War topics 
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Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an 
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to 
WCWRT. Registration form 

2015-2016 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
and J. Michael Moore. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• November 22, 2016 - Scott Mingus - "Extra Billy Smith" 
• December 20, 2016 - Sue Boardman - "A Painting without 

Boundaries - The Gettysburg Cyclorama" 
• January 24, 2017 - Dr. Jonathan White - "Lincoln and Civil 

Liberties" 
• February 28, 2017 - Emmanual Dabney - "USCT's At The 

Battle of the Crater" 
• March 28, 2017 - Dr. Kenneth Rutherford “Landmines in Our 

Backyard: The Civil War’s Buried History” 
• April 25, 2017 - Ernie Price - "Marching Out of Formation - 

Confederates Going Home After Appomattox" 
• May 23, 2017 - Chris Kolakowski - "The Battle of Missionary 

Ridge" 

Upcoming Outside Events 

October - November, 2016 - Join us at 2 p.m. on Sept. 5, Oct. 3 and 
Nov. 7 to learn about the Battle of Smithfield. The tour begins with a 
presentation at the Isle of Wight County Museum. details 

October-December 2016 - American Civil War Museum calendar of 
events click 

October 15-16, 2016 - Bristoe Station Anniversary Event details 

Ocotber 15-16,2016 - 152nd anniversary reenactment of the Battle of 
Cedar Creek details 
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October 17, 2016 -  Controversial Presidential Elections” - A free 
Conference at CNU details 

October 20-22, 2016 - The Franklin Civil War Round Table (FCWRT) 
announces “The Battle of Franklin Symposium”, presented by the 
Battle of Franklin Trust (BOFT). details 

October 22, 2016 - "Another Era in Our War Life":Sigel and Hunter in 
the Lower Shenandoah Valley details 

October 25, 2016 -  At 3 p.m. Dean William Parks Colloquiua will 
have a discussion of Civil War Memory with Gary W. Gallagher of 
UVA and Ed Ayers of the University of Richmond.  This event will be 
in Gaines Theater of the Freeman Center. Free event 

October 28, 2016 -  In just a few weeks, we will cut the ribbon on 
Gen. Robert E. Lee’s headquarters site at Gettysburg battlefield. We 
will unveil the restored Mary Thompson House, present historically 
appropriate landscaping, and open a new interpretive trail. details 

October 29, 2016 - Spirits of New Market details 

November 11-13, 2016 - Southern Campaigns of the American 
Revolution Symposium in Yorktown details 

 

Winning essay in SCV Scholarship Contest is awarded to Miss. 
Kayla Coghlan of Jamestown High School. essay 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org. 
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Volume XLI Number 3 November 22, 2016 

Scott Mingus 

“William ‘Extra Billy” Smith” 

 
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday 
evening, November 22, 2016 for Scott Mingus’ presentation “William 
‘Extra Billy’ Smith”. Extra Billy Smith, the oldest and one of the most 
controversial Confederate generals on the field at Gettysburg, was 
also one of the most colorful and charismatic characters of the Civil 
War and the antebellum Old South. Known nationally as “Extra Billy” 
because of his prewar penchant for finding loopholes in government 
postal contracts to gain extra money for his stagecoach lines, Smith 
served as Virginia’s governor during both the War with Mexico and 
the Civil War, served five terms in the U.S. Congress, and was one of 
Virginia’s leading spokesmen for slavery and States’ Rights. Extra 
Billy’s extra-long speeches and wry sense of humor were legendary 
among his peers. A lawyer during the heady Gold Rush days, Smith 
made a fortune in California and, like his income earned from 
stagecoaches, quickly lost it. 
 

Scott Mingus is a scientist and executive in the paper industry, and 
holds patents in self-adhesive postage stamps and bar code labels. 
The Ohio native graduated from the paper science and engineering 
program at Miami University. He was part of the research team that 
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developed the first commercially successful self-adhesive U.S. 
postage stamps. 
 
The York, Pa., resident has written fifteen Civil War books. His 
biography of Confederate General William “Extra Billy” Smith won the 
2013 Nathan Bedford Forrest Southern History Award as well as the 
Dr. James I Robertson, Jr. Literary Prize, and was nominated for the 
Virginia Literary Award for Non-Fiction. He also wrote several articles 
for Gettysburg Magazine. Scott maintains a blog on the Civil War 
history of York County (http://www.yorkblog.com/cannonball). He 
received the 2013 Heritage Profile Award from the York County 
Heritage Trust for his contributions to local Civil War history. He also 
has written six scenario books on miniature war gaming and was 
elected to the hobby’s prestigious Legion of Honor. His great-great-
grandfather was a 15-year-old drummer boy in the 51st Ohio Infantry, 
and other family members fought in the Army of the Potomac at 
Antietam and Gettysburg.  
 
Last Meeting 
At the October 25th meeting, Robert Orrison presented “The Bristoe 
Campaign”. Most people skip from Gettysburg to the Wilderness 
when studying the Civil War in the east. But in doing so they are 
skipping over a very combative fall between the Army of Northern 
Virginia and the Army of the Potomac, in which Robert E Lee proved 
that the Confederate army was not as wounded as most believed. 
The events in October 1863 led the Army of Northern Virginia back to 
the doorstep of Washington, DC and left a frustrated Lincoln looking 
for new military leadership. Historian Rob Orrison will discuss the 
events surrounding the Bristoe Campaign and put it into context of 
the overall strategic situation in Virginia. Was Gettysburg truly the 
Confederate High Tide?  Or did the ever aggressive Lee and the 
Army of Northern Virginia have more in the tank? 
 
A native Virginian, Rob Orrison received his B.A. in Historic 
Preservation at Longwood College and his M.A. in Public History from 
George Mason University. He now serves as the Historic Site 
Operations Supervisor for Prince William County. He also leads tours 
with Civil War Excursion Tours, which he co-founded, and he’s co-
author of A Want of Vigilance: The Bristoe Station Campaign (Savas 
Beatie, 2015) and A Long Road North: A Guide to the Gettysburg 
Campaign (Savas Beatie, 2016).  Rob serves as treasurer of the 
Historic House Museum Consortium of Washington, D.C., and sits on 
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the boards of directors of the Mosby Heritage Area Association, 
Virginia Civil War Trails, and is Vice President of the Virginia 
Association of Museums. He lives in Prince William County with his 
wife Jamie and son Carter. 
 

 

Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an 
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to 
WCWRT. Registration form 

2016-2017 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
and J. Michael Moore. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• December 20, 2016 - Sue Boardman - "A Painting without 
Boundaries - The Gettysburg Cyclorama" 

• January 24, 2017 - Dr. Jonathan White - "Lincoln and Civil 
Liberties" 

• February 28, 2017 - Emmanuel Dabney - "USCT's At The 
Battle of the Crater" 

• March 28, 2017 - Dr. Kenneth Rutherford “Landmines in Our 
Backyard: The Civil War’s Buried History” 

• April 25, 2017 - Ernie Price - "Marching Out of Formation - 
Confederates Going Home After Appomattox" 

• May 23, 2017 - Chris Kolakowski - "The Battle of Missionary 
Ridge" 

Upcoming Outside Events 

November, 2016 - Join us at 2 p.m. on Sept. 5, Oct. 3 and Nov. 7 to 
learn about the Battle of Smithfield. The tour begins with a 
presentation at the Isle of Wight County Museum. details 
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November-December 2016 - American Civil War Museum calendar 
of events click 

November 11-13, 2016 - Southern Campaigns of the American 
Revolution Symposium in Yorktown details 

 

Winning essay in SCV Scholarship Contest is awarded to Miss. 
Kayla Coghlan of Jamestown High School. essay 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org. 
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Volume XLI Number 3 November 22, 2016 

Scott Mingus 

“William ‘Extra Billy” Smith” 

 
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday 
evening, November 22, 2016 for Scott Mingus’ presentation “William 
‘Extra Billy’ Smith”. Extra Billy Smith, the oldest and one of the most 
controversial Confederate generals on the field at Gettysburg, was 
also one of the most colorful and charismatic characters of the Civil 
War and the antebellum Old South. Known nationally as “Extra Billy” 
because of his prewar penchant for finding loopholes in government 
postal contracts to gain extra money for his stagecoach lines, Smith 
served as Virginia’s governor during both the War with Mexico and 
the Civil War, served five terms in the U.S. Congress, and was one of 
Virginia’s leading spokesmen for slavery and States’ Rights. Extra 
Billy’s extra-long speeches and wry sense of humor were legendary 
among his peers. A lawyer during the heady Gold Rush days, Smith 
made a fortune in California and, like his income earned from 
stagecoaches, quickly lost it. 
 

Scott Mingus is a scientist and executive in the paper industry, and 
holds patents in self-adhesive postage stamps and bar code labels. 
The Ohio native graduated from the paper science and engineering 
program at Miami University. He was part of the research team that 
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developed the first commercially successful self-adhesive U.S. 
postage stamps. 
 
The York, Pa., resident has written fifteen Civil War books. His 
biography of Confederate General William “Extra Billy” Smith won the 
2013 Nathan Bedford Forrest Southern History Award as well as the 
Dr. James I Robertson, Jr. Literary Prize, and was nominated for the 
Virginia Literary Award for Non-Fiction. He also wrote several articles 
for Gettysburg Magazine. Scott maintains a blog on the Civil War 
history of York County (http://www.yorkblog.com/cannonball). He 
received the 2013 Heritage Profile Award from the York County 
Heritage Trust for his contributions to local Civil War history. He also 
has written six scenario books on miniature war gaming and was 
elected to the hobby’s prestigious Legion of Honor. His great-great-
grandfather was a 15-year-old drummer boy in the 51st Ohio Infantry, 
and other family members fought in the Army of the Potomac at 
Antietam and Gettysburg.  
 
Last Meeting 
At the October 25th meeting, Robert Orrison presented “The Bristoe 
Campaign”. Most people skip from Gettysburg to the Wilderness 
when studying the Civil War in the east. But in doing so they are 
skipping over a very combative fall between the Army of Northern 
Virginia and the Army of the Potomac, in which Robert E Lee proved 
that the Confederate army was not as wounded as most believed. 
The events in October 1863 led the Army of Northern Virginia back to 
the doorstep of Washington, DC and left a frustrated Lincoln looking 
for new military leadership. Historian Rob Orrison will discuss the 
events surrounding the Bristoe Campaign and put it into context of 
the overall strategic situation in Virginia. Was Gettysburg truly the 
Confederate High Tide?  Or did the ever aggressive Lee and the 
Army of Northern Virginia have more in the tank? 
 
A native Virginian, Rob Orrison received his B.A. in Historic 
Preservation at Longwood College and his M.A. in Public History from 
George Mason University. He now serves as the Historic Site 
Operations Supervisor for Prince William County. He also leads tours 
with Civil War Excursion Tours, which he co-founded, and he’s co-
author of A Want of Vigilance: The Bristoe Station Campaign (Savas 
Beatie, 2015) and A Long Road North: A Guide to the Gettysburg 
Campaign (Savas Beatie, 2016).  Rob serves as treasurer of the 
Historic House Museum Consortium of Washington, D.C., and sits on 
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the boards of directors of the Mosby Heritage Area Association, 
Virginia Civil War Trails, and is Vice President of the Virginia 
Association of Museums. He lives in Prince William County with his 
wife Jamie and son Carter. 
 

 

Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an 
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to 
WCWRT. Registration form 

2016-2017 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
and J. Michael Moore. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• December 20, 2016 - Sue Boardman - "A Painting without 
Boundaries - The Gettysburg Cyclorama" 

• January 24, 2017 - Dr. Jonathan White - "Lincoln and Civil 
Liberties" 

• February 28, 2017 - Emmanuel Dabney - "USCT's At The 
Battle of the Crater" 

• March 28, 2017 - Dr. Kenneth Rutherford “Landmines in Our 
Backyard: The Civil War’s Buried History” 

• April 25, 2017 - Ernie Price - "Marching Out of Formation - 
Confederates Going Home After Appomattox" 

• May 23, 2017 - Chris Kolakowski - "The Battle of Missionary 
Ridge" 

Upcoming Outside Events 

November, 2016 - Join us at 2 p.m. on Sept. 5, Oct. 3 and Nov. 7 to 
learn about the Battle of Smithfield. The tour begins with a 
presentation at the Isle of Wight County Museum. details 
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November-December 2016 - American Civil War Museum calendar 
of events click 

November 11-13, 2016 - Southern Campaigns of the American 
Revolution Symposium in Yorktown details 

 

Winning essay in SCV Scholarship Contest is awarded to Miss. 
Kayla Coghlan of Jamestown High School. essay 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org. 
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Volume XLI Number 4 December 20, 2016 

Sue Boardman 

“A Painting Without Boundaries: 
The Gettysburg Cyclorama” 

 
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday 
evening, December 20, 2016 for Sue Boardman’s presentation of “A 
Painting Without Boundaries: The Gettysburg Cyclorama”. 
 
Sue’s program will cover the history of Cyclorama paintings along 
with the technical issues of painting an event on a canvas measuring 
approximately 380 feet in circumference, 40 plus feet in height, and 
weighing approximately 4 tons. She will outline the history of the 
Gettysburg Cyclorama paintings, (...there were several versions 
made and exhibited in major northern cities…) and focus on the 
Phillippoteaux painting that is displayed at Gettysburg. Her 
presentation will outline the efforts to produce the painting in the 
1880’s, and then fast forward to the restoration efforts and 
reinstallation in the new Visitor Center in the early 2000 time period. 
In addition, Sue will point out numerous individuals and features on 
the restored canvas to enhance the interests of the viewing 
audience.  
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To summarize, this program will provide a unique opportunity for our 
audience and guests to learn about this iconic painting of the famous 
Confederate charge that took place on July 3, 1863.  
 
Sue Boardman, A Gettysburg Licensed Battlefield Guide since 2000, 
is a two-time recipient of the Superintendent’s Award for Excellence 
as a Battlefield Guide. She is a recognized expert of not only the 
Battle of Gettysburg, but also an expert of the early history of the 
National Park and the National Cemetery. In 2004, Sue served as the 
historical consultant for the Gettysburg Foundation during the 
construction of the new Visitor Center Museum as well as the 
principal consultant for the massive undertaking to conserve and 
restore the Gettysburg Cyclorama painting which was removed from 
the 1960’s era Visitor Center and subsequently installed in the new 
Visitor Center. The conservation and restoration experience led her to 
author a book on the history of the painting entitled “The Gettysburg 
Cyclorama: A History and Guide” in 2008. She currently adds the title 
of Leadership Program Director of the Gettysburg Foundation to her 
Licensed Battlefield Guide duties. 
 
Last Meeting 
On November 22, 2016 Scott Mingus presented “William ‘Extra Billy’ 
Smith”. Extra Billy Smith, the oldest and one of the most controversial 
Confederate generals on the field at Gettysburg, was also one of the 
most colorful and charismatic characters of the Civil War and the 
antebellum Old South. Known nationally as “Extra Billy” because of 
his prewar penchant for finding loopholes in government postal 
contracts to gain extra money for his stagecoach lines, Smith served 
as Virginia’s governor during both the War with Mexico and the Civil 
War, served five terms in the U.S. Congress, and was one of 
Virginia’s leading spokesmen for slavery and States’ Rights. Extra 
Billy’s extra-long speeches and wry sense of humor were legendary 
among his peers. A lawyer during the heady Gold Rush days, Smith 
made a fortune in California and, like his income earned from 
stagecoaches, quickly lost it. 
 

Scott Mingus is a scientist and executive in the paper industry, and 
holds patents in self-adhesive postage stamps and bar code labels.  
The York, Pa., resident has written fifteen Civil War books. His 
biography of Confederate General William “Extra Billy” Smith won the 
2013 Nathan Bedford Forrest Southern History Award as well as the 
Dr. James I Robertson, Jr. Literary Prize, and was nominated for the 
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Virginia Literary Award for Non-Fiction. He also wrote several articles 
for Gettysburg Magazine. Scott maintains a blog on the Civil War 
history of York County (http://www.yorkblog.com/cannonball). He 
received the 2013 Heritage Profile Award from the York County 
Heritage Trust for his contributions to local Civil War history. He also 
has written six scenario books on miniature war gaming and was 
elected to the hobby’s prestigious Legion of Honor. His great-great-
grandfather was a 15-year-old drummer boy in the 51st Ohio Infantry, 
and other family members fought in the Army of the Potomac at 
Antietam and Gettysburg.  

Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an 
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to 
WCWRT. Registration form 

2016-2017 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
and J. Michael Moore. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• January 24, 2017 - Dr. Jonathan White - "Lincoln and Civil 
Liberties" 

• February 28, 2017 - Emmanuel Dabney - "USCT's At The 
Battle of the Crater" 

• March 28, 2017 - Dr. Kenneth Rutherford “Landmines in Our 
Backyard: The Civil War’s Buried History” 

• April 25, 2017 - Ernie Price - "Marching Out of Formation - 
Confederates Going Home After Appomattox" 

• May 23, 2017 - Chris Kolakowski - "The Battle of Missionary 
Ridge" 

Upcoming Outside Events 

December 2016 – March 2017 - American Civil War Museum 
calendar of events click 
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Winning essay in SCV Scholarship Contest is awarded to Miss. 
Kayla Coghlan of Jamestown High School. essay 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org. 
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Volume XLI Number 5 January 24, 2017 

Dr. Jonathon W. White 
“Lincoln and Civil Liberties” 

 
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday 
evening, January 24, 2016 for Dr. White’s presentation of “Lincoln 
and Civil Liberties”. 
 
In the spring of 1861, Union military authorities arrested Maryland 
farmer John Merryman on charges of treason against the United 
States for burning railroad bridges around Baltimore in an effort to 
prevent northern soldiers from reaching the federal capital. From his 
prison cell at Fort McHenry, Merryman petitioned the Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Roger B. Taney for release through a writ of habeas 
corpus. Chief Justice Taney issued the writ, but President Lincoln 
ignored it. In mid-July Merryman was released, only to be indicted for 
treason a Baltimore federal court. His case, however, never went to 
trial and federal prosecutors finally dismissed the charges in 1867.  
 
In "Abraham Lincoln and Treason in the Civil War", Jonathan W. 
White reveals how the arrest and prosecution of this little-known 
Baltimore farmer had a lasting impact on the Lincoln administration 
and Congress as they struggled to develop policies to deal with both 
northern traitors and southern rebels. His work exposes several 
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perennially controversial legal and constitutional issues in American 
history, including the nature and extent of presidential war powers, 
the development of national policies for dealing with disloyalty and 
treason, and the protection of civil liberties in wartime. 
 
Jonathan W. White, Ph. D. is an Associate Professor and Senior 
Fellow in the Center for American Studies at Christopher Newport 
University in Newport News. He admits a particular interest in 
Abraham Lincoln and U. S. constitutional history. In addition to 
teaching courses in American Studies at CNU, he also serves as the 
university’s Prelaw Advisor. Jonathan has authored several books, 
including “Abraham Lincoln and Treason in the Civil War”, and 
“Emancipation, the Union Army, and the Reelection of Abraham 
Lincoln”, as well as numerous scholarly papers and articles. Dr. White 
is an undergraduate of Penn State, and completed his graduate 
studies at the University of Maryland.  
 
Last Month 
 
On December 20th, Sue Boardman presented a program that cover 
the history of Cyclorama paintings along with the technical issues of 
painting an event on a canvas measuring approximately 380 feet in 
circumference, 40 plus feet in height, and weighing approximately 4 
tons. She will outline the history of the Gettysburg Cyclorama 
paintings, (...there were several versions made and exhibited in major 
northern cities…) and focus on the Phillippoteaux painting that is 
displayed at Gettysburg. Her presentation will outline the efforts to 
produce the painting in the 1880’s, and then fast forward to the 
restoration efforts and reinstallation in the new Visitor Center in the 
early 2000 time period. In addition, Sue will point out numerous 
individuals and features on the restored canvas to enhance the 
interests of the viewing audience.  
 
Sue Boardman, A Gettysburg Licensed Battlefield Guide since 2000, 
is a two-time recipient of the Superintendent’s Award for Excellence 
as a Battlefield Guide. She is a recognized expert of not only the 
Battle of Gettysburg, but also an expert of the early history of the 
National Park and the National Cemetery. In 2004, Sue served as the 
historical consultant for the Gettysburg Foundation during the 
construction of the new Visitor Center Museum as well as the 
principal consultant for the massive undertaking to conserve and 
restore the Gettysburg Cyclorama painting which was removed from 



Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter                                           Page 3 of 4 

the 1960’s era Visitor Center and subsequently installed in the new 
Visitor Center. The conservation and restoration experience led her to 
author a book on the history of the painting entitled “The Gettysburg 
Cyclorama: A History and Guide” in 2008. She currently adds the title 
of Leadership Program Director of the Gettysburg Foundation to her 
Licensed Battlefield Guide duties. 
 

Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an 
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to 
WCWRT. Registration form 

2016-2017 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
and J. Michael Moore. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• February 28, 2017 - Emmanuel Dabney - "USCT's At The 
Battle of the Crater" 

• March 28, 2017 - Dr. Kenneth Rutherford “Landmines in Our 
Backyard: The Civil War’s Buried History” 

• April 25, 2017 - Ernie Price - "Marching Out of Formation - 
Confederates Going Home After Appomattox" 

• May 23, 2017 - Chris Kolakowski - "The Battle of Missionary 
Ridge" 

Upcoming Outside Events 

February 18, 2017 - 18th Civil War Seminar "LEADERSHIP IN THE 
CIVIL WAR". Free seminar at Jarman Auditorium Longwood 
University Farmville, Virginia details 

February 25, 2017 - 2017 Symposium- Lightning Rods for 
Controversy: Civil War Monuments Past, Present, & Future 
Sponsored by The American Civil War Museum details 
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March, April, July, September, and December 2017 - Prince 
William County 2017 History Bus Tours details 

 

2017 $1000 SCV Essay Contest - Enter the 2017 Lt. Colonel James 
Harvey Allen Memorial Scholarship Contest (co-sponsored by 
WCWRT) details 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org. 



Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter                                           Page 1 of 5 

 
 
 
Volume XLI Number 6 February 28, 2017 

Emmanuel Dabney 
“’catching us like sheep in a slaughter pen’… 

United States Colored Troops At  
The Battle Of The Crater” 

 
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday 
February 28, 2017 
 
In mid-June 1864, Union troops assaulted Petersburg, Virginia for 
four days; however, a staunch Confederate defense by General 
Pierre Beauregard and the arrival of General Robert E. Lee’s army 
forced Lt. General Ulysses Grant to have his troops dig in. Days later, 
a young officer hatched a plan for digging a mine and blowing up a 
Confederate battery outside the city. In early July 1864, Major 
General Ambrose Burnside decided that he wished to use his division 
of United States Colored Troops in the advance of an assault to be 
made following the explosion of gunpowder beneath the Confederate 
earthworks outside Petersburg. Despite his intentions, the black 
soldiers were the last to advance. These troops had a strong desire 
to be used in their own efforts to secure emancipation and to be 
considered citizens. The resulting battle of the Crater turned into a 
fiasco for the Union in what became one of the best-known battles of 
the Petersburg Campaign. 
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In “‘catching us like sheep in a slaughter pen…’: United States 
Colored Troops at the Battle of the Crater” Emmanuel Dabney will 
highlight personal stories of privates, non-commissioned officers, and 
officers who participated in the battle. He will also address the myth 
of all the United States Colored Troops being trained for the battle 
ahead of time. The talk will also uncover some of the fates of those 
men who became casualties as a result of the fighting.  
 
Emmanuel Dabney has worked at Petersburg National Battlefield 
since 2001. After completing high school in Dinwiddie, Emmanuel 
graduated magna cum laude with an Associates of Arts from Richard 
Bland College, graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Historic Preservation from the University of Mary Washington in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia and completed a Master’s degree in Public 
History at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  
 
Emmanuel has given many programs on the issues facing African-
Americans in antebellum, wartime, and immediate post-war America 
as well as how to portray these experiences within professional 
museum settings. He believes his love of history is embedded in his 
DNA; having on his maternal grandfather’s line, ancestors who were 
slaveholders and free blacks; on his maternal grandmother’s line 
there are enslaved people and non-slaveholding whites; and on his 
paternal line more enslaved people. 
 
 
Last Month 
On January 24, 2016 for Dr. White’s presented “Lincoln and Civil 
Liberties”. In the spring of 1861, Union military authorities arrested 
Maryland farmer John Merryman on charges of treason against the 
United States for burning railroad bridges around Baltimore in an 
effort to prevent northern soldiers from reaching the federal capital. 
From his prison cell at Fort McHenry, Merryman petitioned the 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger B. Taney for release through a 
writ of habeas corpus. Chief Justice Taney issued the writ, but 
President Lincoln ignored it. In mid-July Merryman was released, only 
to be indicted for treason a Baltimore federal court. His case, 
however, never went to trial and federal prosecutors finally dismissed 
the charges in 1867.  
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In "Abraham Lincoln and Treason in the Civil War", Jonathan W. 
White reveals how the arrest and prosecution of this little-known 
Baltimore farmer had a lasting impact on the Lincoln administration 
and Congress as they struggled to develop policies to deal with both 
northern traitors and southern rebels. His work exposes several 
perennially controversial legal and constitutional issues in American 
history, including the nature and extent of presidential war powers, 
the development of national policies for dealing with disloyalty and 
treason, and the protection of civil liberties in wartime. 
 
Jonathan W. White, Ph. D. is an Associate Professor and Senior 
Fellow in the Center for American Studies at Christopher Newport 
University in Newport News. He admits a particular interest in 
Abraham Lincoln and U. S. constitutional history. In addition to 
teaching courses in American Studies at CNU, he also serves as the 
university’s Prelaw Advisor. Jonathan has authored several books, 
including “Abraham Lincoln and Treason in the Civil War”, and 
“Emancipation, the Union Army, and the Reelection of Abraham 
Lincoln”, as well as numerous scholarly papers and articles. Dr. White 
is an undergraduate of Penn State, and completed his graduate 
studies at the University of Maryland.  
 
 

Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an 
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to 
WCWRT. Registration form 

2016-2017 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
and J. Michael Moore. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• March 28, 2017 - Dr. Kenneth Rutherford “Landmines in Our 
Backyard: The Civil War’s Buried History” 
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• April 25, 2017 - Ernie Price - "Marching Out of Formation - 
Confederates Going Home After Appomattox" 

• May 23, 2017 - Chris Kolakowski - "The Battle of Missionary 
Ridge" 

• September 22, 2017 - TBA 
• October 24, 2017 - Dennis Frye - Did McClellan out-think Lee 

during the first Confederate invasion? 
• December 19, 2017 - Brian Steele Wills - Gone with the glory 

(The Civil War in Cinema) 
• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg - John Buford 

 

Upcoming Outside Events 

February 18, 2017 - 18th Civil War Seminar "LEADERSHIP IN THE 
CIVIL WAR". Free seminar at Jarman Auditorium Longwood 
University Farmville, Virginia details 

February 25, 2017 - 2017 Symposium- Lightning Rods for 
Controversy: Civil War Monuments Past, Present, & Future 
Sponsored by The American Civil War Museum details 

March 4 & 5, 2017 – The Battle of Hampton Roads at the Mariner’s 
Museum. Join us for a weekend full of family-friendly, interactive 
activities to commemorate the 155th anniversary of the Battle of 
Hampton Roads. The weekend will celebrate the theme "Minorities in 
the Civil War." details 

March, April, July, September, and December 2017 - Prince 
William County 2017 History Bus Tours details 

 

2017 $1000 SCV Essay Contest - Enter the 2017 Lt. Colonel James 
Harvey Allen Memorial Scholarship Contest (co-sponsored by 
WCWRT) details 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 



Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter                                           Page 5 of 5 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org. 
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Volume XLI Number 7 March 28, 2017 

Dr. Ken Rutherford, Ph.D.  
“Landmines in Our Backyard 

The Civil War’s Buried History” 

Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday, 
March 28, 2017 
 
In early May of 1862, after stalling the Union offensive on the lower 
Peninsula for well over a month, Confederate forces abandoned the 
defensive works that spanned from Mulberry Island to Yorktown. As 
the jubilant Yankees entered the abandoned Rebel positions, they 
were shocked and dismayed to discover the presence of “subterra 
torpedoes”, buried to retard the advance of the Union soldiers. The 
presence of these “subterra torpedoes”, which we currently refer to as 
“landmines”, signaled the first use of this weapon in modern warfare. 
 
In the May 12, 1862 edition of the New York Herald, General George 
McClellan stated that…"The rebels have been guilty of the most 
murderous and barbarous conduct in placing torpedoes within the 
abandoned works near wells and springs, and near flag-staffs, 
magazines, and telegraphs in carpet bags, barrels of flour, etc.,”. 
 
In spite of initial Confederate bans regarding the utilization of 
landmines, time and the tides of war led to the re-evaluation of their 
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use by the Southern leadership. Dr. Ken Rutherford’s research and 
presentation will outline the numerous locations throughout the 
Confederacy where landmines were utilized during the subsequent 
years of the conflict.  
 
Kenneth R. Rutherford, PH.D. is the Director of the Center for 
International Stabilization and Recovery and Professor of Political 
Science at James Madison University. In his capacity as Director, he 
leads fundraising and strategic planning for CISR, which is 
recognized as a global leader in international efforts to combat the 
effects of landmines and explosive remnants of war, including the 
rehabilitation of post-conflict societies.  
 
Dr. Rutherford is the author or co-editor of four books related to 
issues related to the modern banning and removal of landmines. He 
has testified before Congress and the United Nations, and published 
more than forty articles in numerous academic and policy journals. 
 
Dr. Rutherford co-founded the Landmine Survivors Network, and is a 
renowned leader in the Nobel Peace Prize-winning coalition that 
spearheaded the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty and the global movement 
that led to the 2008 Cluster Munitions Ban Treaty. He has been the 
recipient of several awards and honors related to his services related 
to the removal and banning of landmines. 
 
Dr. Rutherford holds his Ph.D. from Georgetown University, and his 
B.A. and MBA degrees from the University of Colorado. 
 
 
Last Month 
On February 28th, Emmanuel Dabney presented “catching us like 
sheep in a slaughter pen…United States Colored Troops At The 
Battle Of The Crater”. 
 
In mid-June 1864, Union troops assaulted Petersburg, Virginia for 
four days; however, a staunch Confederate defense by General 
Pierre Beauregard and the arrival of General Robert E. Lee’s army 
forced Lt. General Ulysses Grant to have his troops dig in. Days later, 
a young officer hatched a plan for digging a mine and blowing up a 
Confederate battery outside the city. In early July 1864, Major 
General Ambrose Burnside decided that he wished to use his division 
of United States Colored Troops in the advance of an assault to be 
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made following the explosion of gunpowder beneath the Confederate 
earthworks outside Petersburg. Despite his intentions, the black 
soldiers were the last to advance. These troops had a strong desire 
to be used in their own efforts to secure emancipation and to be 
considered citizens. The resulting battle of the Crater turned into a 
fiasco for the Union in what became one of the best-known battles of 
the Petersburg Campaign. 
  
In “‘catching us like sheep in a slaughter pen…’: United States 
Colored Troops at the Battle of the Crater” Emmanuel Dabney will 
highlight personal stories of privates, non-commissioned officers, and 
officers who participated in the battle. He will also address the myth 
of all the United States Colored Troops being trained for the battle 
ahead of time. The talk will also uncover some of the fates of those 
men who became casualties as a result of the fighting.  
 
 

Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an 
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to 
WCWRT. Registration form 

2016-2017 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
and J. Michael Moore. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• April 25, 2017 - Ernie Price - "Marching Out of Formation - 
Confederates Going Home After Appomattox" 

• May 23, 2017 - Chris Kolakowski - "The Battle of Missionary 
Ridge" 

• September 22, 2017 - TBA 
• October 24, 2017 - Dennis Frye - Did McClellan out-think Lee 

during the first Confederate invasion? 
• December 19, 2017 - Brian Steele Wills - Gone with the glory 

(The Civil War in Cinema) 
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• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg - John Buford 

 

Upcoming Outside Events 

• March 23, 2017 - Celebrate preservation of Kernstown 
Battlefield details 

• March 23-April 4 - Grand Opening of the American Revolution 
Museum at Yorktown. “Thirteen Days, Thirteen Colonies, One 
Grand Opening” details 

• April 2, 2017 @ 2 PM - General A. P. Hill Memorial 
Commemoration details 

• April 28-30, 2017 - Central Virginia Battlefields Trust annual 
meeting. details 

• April, July, September, and December 2017 - Prince William 
County 2017 History Bus Tours details 

• June 3, Aug. 5 and Oct. 7, 2017 - Battle of Smithfield tour at 
Isle of Wight Museum details 

 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org. 
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Volume XLI Number 8 April 25, 2017 

Ernie Price 
“Marching Out Of Formation: 

Confederates Going Home After Appomattox” 

Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday, 
April 25, 2017 
 

“Hd qrs. Army of N. Va. 
April 10, 1865 

General Orders No. 9 
 

After four years of arduous service marked by unsurpassed 
courage and fortitude, The Army of Northern Virginia has been 
compelled to yield to overwhelming numbers and resources. 
 I need not tell the brave survivors of so many hard fought 
battles, who have remained steadfast to the last, that I have 
consented to this result from no distrust of them; but feeling that valor 
and devotion could accomplish nothing that could compensate for the 
loss that must have attended the continuance of the contest, I 
determined to avoid the useless sacrifice of those whose past 
services have endeared them to their countrymen. 
 By the terms of the agreement, officers and men can return to 
their homes and remain until exchanged. You may take with you the 
satisfaction that proceeds from the consciousness of duty faithfully 
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performed; and I earnestly pray that a Merciful God will extend to you 
His blessing and protection. 
 With an unceasing admiration of your constancy and devotion 
to your Country, and a grateful remembrance of you kind and 
generous consideration for myself, I bid you all an affectionate 
farewell. 

(Sgd)  R. E. Lee 
Genl.” 

 

After surrendering their arms on April 12, the soldiers of the Army of 
Northern Virginia began their individual journeys home with their 
paroles and little more than the remembrance of General Lee’s 
poignant farewell address.  
 
Ernie Price will tell the rest of the story about the journey of the 
soldiers as they left Appomattox. (Keep in mind, as you read this 
announcement and when you attend the meeting on April 25, that the 
many if not most of the soldiers were still making their way home on 
these particular dates 152 years ago.) Ernie Price is the Chief of 
Visitor Services and Education at the Appomattox Court House 
National Historical Park. After earning an undergraduate degree in 
history at Longwood College and a Masters of education at 
Lynchburg College, Ernie joined the National Park service in 1997. 
He has been at the Appomattox location since 2008.  
 
Last Month 
In March, Dr. Ken Rutherford presented “Landmines in Our 
Backyard”. In early May of 1862, after stalling the Union offensive on 
the lower Peninsula for well over a month, Confederate forces 
abandoned the defensive works that spanned from Mulberry Island to 
Yorktown. As the jubilant Yankees entered the abandoned Rebel 
positions, they were shocked and dismayed to discover the presence 
of “subterra torpedoes”, buried to retard the advance of the Union 
soldiers. The presence of these “subterra torpedoes”, which we 
currently refer to as “landmines”, signaled the first use of this weapon 
in modern warfare. 
 
In the May 12, 1862 edition of the New York Herald, General George 
McClellan stated that…"The rebels have been guilty of the most 
murderous and barbarous conduct in placing torpedoes within the 
abandoned works near wells and springs, and near flag-staffs, 
magazines, and telegraphs in carpet bags, barrels of flour, etc.,”. 
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In spite of initial Confederate bans regarding the utilization of 
landmines, time and the tides of war led to the re-evaluation of their 
use by the Southern leadership. Dr. Ken Rutherford’s research and 
presentation will outline the numerous locations throughout the 
Confederacy where landmines were utilized during the subsequent 
years of the conflict.  
 
Kenneth R. Rutherford, PH.D. is the Director of the Center for 
International Stabilization and Recovery and Professor of Political 
Science at James Madison University. In his capacity as Director, he 
leads fundraising and strategic planning for CISR, which is 
recognized as a global leader in international efforts to combat the 
effects of landmines and explosive remnants of war, including the 
rehabilitation of post-conflict societies.  
 

Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an 
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to 
WCWRT. Registration form 

2016-2017 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
George Callis and Lee Underwood. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• May 23, 2017 - Chris Kolakowski - "The Battle of Missionary 
Ridge" 

• September 26, 2017 – Patrick Falci a/k/a General A.P. Hill – Up 
Came Hill (A.P. Hill at Sharpsburg) 

• October 24, 2017 - Dennis Frye – “Did McClellan out-think Lee 
during the first Confederate invasion?” 

• November 29, 2017 – Eric Buckland – “John S. Mosby – The 
Perfect Man in the Perfect Place” 

• December 19, 2017 - Brian Steele Wills - Gone with the glory 
(The Civil War in Cinema) 



Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter                                           Page 4 of 4 

• January 23, 2018 – Carson Hudson – TBA 
• February 27, 2018 – Peggy Vogstberger – “Patrick Cleburne” 
• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg – “John Buford” 

Upcoming Outside Events 

• April 28-30, 2017 - Central Virginia Battlefields Trust annual 
meeting. details 

• May 5-7, 2017 – Cape fear Civil Was Symposium details 
• April, July, September, and December 2017 - Prince William 

County 2017 History Bus Tours details 
• June 3, Aug. 5 and Oct. 7, 2017 - Battle of Smithfield tour at Isle 

of Wight Museum details 

 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
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Volume XLI Number 9 May 23, 2017 

Chris Kolakowski 
“The Battle Of Missionary Ridge” 

Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable 
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday, 
May 23, 2017 
 
"The Battle of Missionary Ridge on November 25, 1863, was the 
climax of the various Battles for Chattanooga. A great Union strategic 
victory, it set the stage for the 1864 thrust to Atlanta. It also was the 
foundation of the MacArthur military dynasty, because of the heroism 
of 18-year-old Arthur MacArthur of the 24th Wisconsin. 
 
The presentation will explore the battle, its context, and its legacy." 
 
Christopher L. Kolakowski was born and raised in Fredericksburg, 
Va. He received his BA in History and Mass Communications from 
Emory & Henry College, and his MA in Public History from the State 
University of New York at Albany 
. 
Chris has spent his career interpreting and preserving American 
military history with the National Park Service, New York State 
government, the Rensselaer County (NY) Historical Society, the Civil 
War Preservation Trust, Kentucky State Parks, and the U.S. Army. 
He has written and spoken on various aspects of military history from 
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1775 to the present. He has published two books with the History 
Press: The Civil War at Perryville: Battling For the Bluegrass and The 
Stones River and Tullahoma Campaign: This Army Does Not Retreat. 
In September 2016, the U.S. Army published his volume on the 1862 
Virginia Campaigns as part of its sesquicentennial series on the Civil 
War. He is a contributor to the Emerging Civil War Blog, and his study 
of the 1941-42 Philippine Campaign titled Last Stand on Bataan is 
was released by McFarland in late February 2016. 
 
Chris came to Norfolk having served as Director of the General 
George Patton Museum and Center of Leadership in Fort Knox, KY 
from 2009 to 2013. He became the MacArthur Memorial Director on 
September 16, 2013. 
 
Last Month 
Ernie Price presented “Marching Out Of Formation: Confederates 
Going Home After Appomattox”. After surrendering their arms on 
April 12, the soldiers of the Army of Northern Virginia began their 
individual journeys home with their paroles and little more than the 
remembrance of General Lee’s poignant farewell address. Ernie 
Price will tell the rest of the story about the journey of the soldiers as 
they left Appomattox. 
 
Ernie Price is the Chief of Visitor Services and Education at the 
Appomattox Court House National Historical Park. After earning an 
undergraduate degree in history at Longwood College and a Masters 
of education at Lynchburg College, Ernie joined the National Park 
service in 1997. He has been at the Appomattox location since 2008.  

2016-2017 Officers of WCWRT: 
President: Teri Teopke               Vice-President: Gene Danko 
Secretary:          Treasurer:  John Hale 

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the 
immediate past president and other members appointed by the 
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb, Bill Miller, 
George Callis and Lee Underwood. 

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers 

• September 26, 2017 – Patrick Falci a/k/a General A.P. Hill – Up 
Came Hill (A.P. Hill at Sharpsburg) 
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• October 24, 2017 - Dennis Frye – “Did McClellan out-think Lee 
during the first Confederate invasion?” 

• November 29, 2017 – Eric Buckland – “John S. Mosby – The Perfect 
Man in the Perfect Place” 

• December 19, 2017 - Brian Steele Wills - Gone with the glory (The 
Civil War in Cinema) 

• January 23, 2018 – Carson Hudson – TBA 
• February 27, 2018 – Peggy Vogstberger – “Patrick Cleburne” 
• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg – “John Buford” 

 

Upcoming Outside Events 

• May 24, 2017 – MacArthur’s Spies presentation and book signing 
details 

• June 3, Aug. 5 and Oct. 7, 2017 - Battle of Smithfield tour at Isle of 
Wight Museum details 

• July, September, and December 2017 - Prince William County 2017 
History Bus Tours details 

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association  
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/) 
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation) 

 

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info, 
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date 
calendar of events in the Civil War world.  It’s available anytime you 
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org. 

 


