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Patrick Falci
“Up Came Hill”
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday,
September 26, 2017
On September 26, 2017, Patrick Falci a/k/a General A.P. Hill will
present “Up Came Hill (A.P. Hill at Sharpsburg)”
At 6:30 in the morning on September 17, 1862, a courier sent by
Gen. Robert E. Lee arrived at the headquarters of Major General AP.
Hill in Harper's Ferry, VA. A battle had commenced early that
morning in Sharpsburg, MD and General Lee needed help. Lee knew
he was outnumbered more than 2 to 1 at what would be known as
the Battle of Antietam, and that A.P. Hill and his men were the only
ones who could help him. In one half-hour, Hill would have his men
on the march at the double-quick.
A.P. Hill, wearing his red battle shirt—which he called his hunting
shirt—and his Light Division (so-called because he trained it for
speed) knew that the fate of the Army of Northern Virginia was in
their hands. They knew they would be going against George
McClellan and the strong Army of the Potomac, and that the war
could be decided by the outcome of this battle.
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Hill had so much confidence in his division (5000 men on the march)
that he decided to take a longer route of 17 miles to Sharpsburg
instead of the more direct 12-mile route. He knew the speed and
endurance of the men would make up for the 5 extra miles, and he
didn't want an engagement with reported enemy troops in the area.
With the point of his sword, he pushed his men forward. He would
ride up and down the line through clouds of dust to inspire them
during their breathless pace. After so many miles, some of the men
could not keep up. They were suffering from exhaustion, dehydration
and even a few heart attacks. At one point, while crossing the
Potomac at Boteler's Ford, Hill lost 500 men. Yet, A.P. Hill would not
stop. Getting closer and closer to Sharpsburg, he could hear the
sound of the guns. But would he make it in time to save General Lee
and the Army of Northern Virginia?
After seven hours of fighting, Lee would see a new column of soldiers
approaching. All day long, his Army had been pushed back through
the cornfield, the sunken road and the lower bridge, and now it
looked as though the end had come. "What flags do you see?" Lee
asked his aide. 'They are flying the Virginia and Confederate flags!" A
joyful if reserved Lee exclaimed, "It is A.P. Hill, up from Harper's
Ferry!"
AP. Hill and his Light Division made it to the right place at the right
time to save Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia. Hill
started out with 5000 men at Harper's Ferry, arrived at Sharpsburg
with 3000, and utilized 2000 men to fight the Yankees. But that
would be enough. As he would say in his after-battle report, "With a
yell of defiance, my troops were not in a moment too soon."
To his dying day, Robert E. Lee never forgot September 17th, 1862
and the timely arrival of AP. Hill. On his deathbed, Lee is reported to
have uttered among his last words: "Tell AP. Hill he must come up,"
remembering with his last breath, the heroic rescue of his Army by
General Hill at Sharpsburg.
For 25 years, Patrick Falci has been the face of General Ambrose
Powell Hill. Before that, he spent 15 years as a reenactor with the
14th Tennessee— Archer's Brigade, Hill's Light Division. He created
the role of General Hill in the movie Gettysburg and was the historical
advisor to director Ron Maxwell, as well as bestselling author, Jeff
Shaara. Amongst his many achievements, he served as the 3-time
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president of the Civil War Round Table of New York and has been a
guest speaker all over the country for his knowledge on the Civil War

Last Month
At the May meeting Cristopher L. Kolakowski presented "The Battle
of Missionary Ridge on November 25, 1863. The presentation
explored the battle, its context, and its legacy. The battle was the
climax of the various Battles for Chattanooga. A great Union strategic
victory, it set the stage for the 1864 thrust to Atlanta. It also was the
foundation of the MacArthur military dynasty, because of the heroism
of 18-year-old Arthur MacArthur of the 24th Wisconsin.
Christopher L. Kolakowski was born and raised in Fredericksburg,
Va. He received his BA in History and Mass Communications from
Emory & Henry College, and his MA in Public History from the State
University of New York at Albany
.
Chris has spent his career interpreting and preserving American
military history with the National Park Service, New York State
government, the Rensselaer County (NY) Historical Society, the Civil
War Preservation Trust, Kentucky State Parks, and the U.S. Army.
He has written and spoken on various aspects of military history from
1775 to the present. He has published two books with the History
Press: The Civil War at Perryville: Battling For the Bluegrass and The
Stones River and Tullahoma Campaign: This Army Does Not Retreat.
In September 2016, the U.S. Army published his volume on the 1862
Virginia Campaigns as part of its sesquicentennial series on the Civil
War. He is a contributor to the Emerging Civil War Blog, and his study
of the 1941-42 Philippine Campaign titled Last Stand on Bataan is
was released by McFarland in late February 2016.
Chris came to Norfolk having served as Director of the General
George Patton Museum and Center of Leadership in Fort Knox, KY
from 2009 to 2013. He became the MacArthur Memorial Director on
September 16, 2013.
Dues for 2016-2017 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to
WCWRT. Registration form
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2016-2017 Officers of WCWRT:
President: Bill Miller
Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary: Gene Danko
Treasurer: George Callis
The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb and Teresa
Teopke
Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
• October 24, 2017 - Dennis Frye – “Did McClellan out-think Lee
during the first Confederate invasion?”
• November 29, 2017 – Eric Buckland – “John S. Mosby – The Perfect
Man in the Perfect Place”
• December 19, 2017 - Brian Steele Wills - Gone with the glory (The
Civil War in Cinema)
• January 23, 2018 – Carson Hudson – “Custer’s First Stand”
• February 27, 2018 – Ralph Peters: "Civil War Leadership and its
Challenges”
• March 27, 2018 – Peggy Vogstberger – “Patrick Cleburne”
• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg – “John Buford”
• May 22, 2018 - Dr. James I. Robertson - TBD

Upcoming Outside Events
• September 20, 2017 - The MacArthur Memorial will host the second
in this year’s fall film series. Titled HONOR AND SACRIFICE, it tells
the story of Roy Matsumoto, a Japanese-American soldier in Merrill’s
Marauders. details
• September and December 2017 - Prince William County 2017
History Bus Tours details
• September – May, 2018 - The Return of History Happy Hours at the
American Civil War Museum. For details and other museum events
click here.
• Oct. 7, 2017 - Battle of Smithfield tour at Isle of Wight Museum
details
• October 31, 2017 - William C. Davis will be speaking at Christopher
Newport University , at 3 PM in the Gaines Theater at the Freeman
Center. The title of his talk is: “The General in Love: The Civil War
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Romance of Gabriel and Nannie Wharton”. The event is free and
open to the public.
Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
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October 24, 2017

Dennis Frye
“Did McClellan out-think Lee During
The First Confederate Invasion?”
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday,
October 24, 2017
On October 24, 2017, Dennis Frye will present “Did McClellan outthink Lee during the first Confederate invasion?”
We often laugh when we think of George McClellan. We enjoy
making McClellan the Union's whipping boy. McClellan, himself,
brings little sympathy to his cause. Full of bravado, often arrogant,
and sometimes insubordinate, McClellan is the general we like to
dislike. We chuckle when he claimed, following the first invasion of
the North, that it was the second time he had saved the North.
Yet when Robert E. Lee was asked after the war who was the best
Union general he faced, he responded with George McClellan.
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Was McClellan as incompetent and ineffective as history has branded
him? Discover some answers as we ask: "Did McClellan out-think
Lee during the 1st invasion?"
Dennis E. Frye is the Chief Historian at Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park. Writer, lecturer, guide, and preservationist, Dennis is
a prominent Civil War historian. Dennis has numerous appearances
on PBS, The History Channel, The Discovery Channel, C-SPAN, Fox
News, A&E, and Voice of America as a guest historian. He helped
produce Emmy award-winning television features on the Battle of
Antietam, abolitionist John Brown, and Maryland during the Civil War.
Dennis is one of the nation’s leading Civil War battlefield
preservationists. He is co-founder and first president of the Save
Historic Antietam Foundation, and he is co-founder and a former
president of today’s Civil War Trust, from whom he received the
Trust’s highest honor - the Shelby Foote Award. Dennis also earned
the prestigious Nevins-Freeman Award for his lifetime achievements
in the Civil War community. Dennis is a tour guide in demand, leading
tours for organizations such as the Smithsonian, National
Geographic, numerous colleges and universities, and Civil War
Round Tables. Dennis also is a well-known author, with 98 articles
and nine books. Harpers Ferry Under Fire received the national
book of the year award from the Association of Partners for Public
Lands; and September Suspense: Lincoln’s Union in Peril, was
awarded the 2012 Laney Book Prize for distinguished scholarship
and writing on the military and political history of the war. Dennis has
written for prestigious Civil War magazines such as Civil War Times
Illustrated, America’s Civil War, Blue & Gray Magazine, North and
South Magazine, and Hallowed Ground, and as a guest contributor to
the Washington Post. Dennis resides near the Antietam Battlefield in
Maryland, and he and his wife Sylvia have restored the home that
was used by General Burnside as his post-Antietam headquarters.
Last Month
On September 26, 2017, Patrick Falci a/k/a General A. P. Hill
presented “Up Came Hill (A.P. Hill at Sharpsburg)”
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At 6:30 in the morning on September 17, 1862, a courier sent by
Gen. Robert E. Lee arrived at the headquarters of Major General A.
P. Hill in Harper's Ferry, VA. A battle had commenced early that
morning in Sharpsburg, MD and General Lee needed help. Lee knew
he was outnumbered more than 2 to 1 at what would be known as
the Battle of Antietam, and that A. P. Hill and his men were the only
ones who could help him. In one half-hour, Hill would have his men
on the march at the double-quick.
A. P. Hill, wearing his red battle shirt—which he called his hunting
shirt—and his Light Division (so-called because he trained it for
speed) knew that the fate of the Army of Northern Virginia was in
their hands. They knew they would be going against George
McClellan and the strong Army of the Potomac, and that the war
could be decided by the outcome of this battle.
Hill had so much confidence in his division (5000 men on the march)
that he decided to take a longer route of 17 miles to Sharpsburg
instead of the more direct 12-mile route. He knew the speed and
endurance of the men would make up for the 5 extra miles, and he
didn't want an engagement with reported enemy troops in the area.
With the point of his sword, he pushed his men forward. He would
ride up and down the line through clouds of dust to inspire them
during their breathless pace. After so many miles, some of the men
could not keep up. They were suffering from exhaustion, dehydration
and even a few heart attacks. At one point, while crossing the
Potomac at Boteler's Ford, Hill lost 500 men. Yet, A.P. Hill would not
stop. Getting closer and closer to Sharpsburg, he could hear the
sound of the guns. But would he make it in time to save General Lee
and the Army of Northern Virginia?
To his dying day, Robert E. Lee never forgot September 17th, 1862
and the timely arrival of A. P. Hill. On his deathbed, Lee is reported
to have uttered among his last words: "Tell AP. Hill he must come
up," remembering with his last breath, the heroic rescue of his Army
by General Hill at Sharpsburg.
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For 25 years, Patrick Falci has been the face of General Ambrose
Powell Hill. Before that, he spent 15 years as a reenactor with the
14th Tennessee— Archer's Brigade, Hill's Light Division. He created
the role of General Hill in the movie Gettysburg and was the historical
advisor to director Ron Maxwell, as well as bestselling author, Jeff
Shaara. Amongst his many achievements, he served as the 3-time
president of the Civil War Round Table of New York and has been a
guest speaker all over the country for his knowledge on the Civil War.

Dues for 2017-2018 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to
WCWRT. Registration form

2017-2018 Officers of WCWRT:
President: Bill Miller
Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary: Gene Danko
Treasurer: George Callis
The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb and Teresa
Teopke
Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
• November 29, 2017 – Eric Buckland – “John S. Mosby – The Perfect
Man in the Perfect Place”
• December 19, 2017 - Brian Steele Wills - Gone with the glory (The
Civil War in Cinema)
• January 23, 2018 – Carson Hudson – “Custer’s First Stand”
• February 27, 2018 – Ralph Peters: "Civil War Leadership and its
Challenges”
• March 27, 2018 – Peggy Vogstberger – “Patrick Cleburne”
• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg – “John Buford”
• May 22, 2018 - Dr. James I. Robertson - TBD

Upcoming Outside Events
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• September and December 2017 - Prince William County 2017
History Bus Tours details
• September – May, 2018 - The Return of History Happy Hours at the
American Civil War Museum. For details and other museum events
click here.
• Oct. 7, 2017 - Battle of Smithfield tour at Isle of Wight Museum
details
• October 21, 2017 - The Hampton Roads Naval Museum is proud to
partner with the MacArthur Memorial for a 1942 symposium at 8 a.m.
in the Hampton Roads Naval Museum. details
• October 31, 2017 - William C. Davis will be speaking at Christopher
Newport University , at 3 PM in the Gaines Theater at the Freeman
Center. The title of his talk is: “The General in Love: The Civil War
Romance of Gabriel and Nannie Wharton”. The event is free and
open to the public.
Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
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November 28, 2017

Eric Buckland
“John S. Mosby – The Perfect Man
in the Perfect Place”
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday,
November 28, 2017
On November 28, 2017, Eric Buckland will present “John S. Mosby –
The Perfect Man in the Perfect Place”.
Colonel John Singleton Mosby, Commanding Officer of the 43rd
Battalion Virginia Cavalry (Mosby’s Rangers) - remains a sterling
example of the quintessential unconventional warfare warrior and
leader. The tactics, techniques and procedures he used during the
War Between the States from January 1863 to April 1865 are still
studied today by United States Army Special Forces and Rangers
and by the United States Marine Corps. Mosby’s personal courage,
intelligence, innovativeness, audacity and innate understanding of
how to plan, conduct and command irregular operations made him a
very painful and persistent thorn in the side of Union forces arrayed
against him and a celebrated hero in the South.
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However, even strong personal attributes and exceptional ability need
to be coupled with good fortune and circumstances in order to
achieve the type of sustained success enjoyed by Mosby and his
Rangers. “John S. Mosby: The Perfect Man in the Perfect Place” will
offer superb insight into how John Mosby was able to utilize and
adapt his strengths and abilities to successfully fulfill his mission
requirements, confront the enemy threat, use the operational area’s
terrain to his benefit, recruit men to his unit and garner the support
and loyalty of the local population.
Eric Buckland’s interest in Mosby's Rangers began when he was a
young boy and increased during his 22-year military career. Most of
that time - he retired from the Army as a LTC - was spent in Special
Forces. Eric had multiple deployments to Panama, Honduras and El
Salvador in the 1980’s and believes that military experience provides
a unique understanding of Mosby’s Rangers.
Eric’s first book, Mosby's Keydet Rangers, was written as a tribute to
both the Mosby Rangers who attended the Virginia Military Institute
(VMI) and his youngest son, who was then a “Rat” (Freshman) at
VMI. On June 6th, 2011, it was his distinct honor and privilege to
have been presented the prestigious United Daughters of the
Confederacy's Jefferson Davis Historical Gold Medal for writing
Mosby’s Keydet Rangers.
While working on Mosby’s Keydet Rangers, Eric constantly found bits
and pieces of information about other Rangers (not affiliated with
VMI) and all of those became the genesis for his next books – the
Mosby Men series. On October 3, 2013, Eric received a second
award of the Jefferson Davis Historical Gold Medal for the first three
books in the Mosby Men series.
Last Month
On October 24, 2017, Dennis Frye presented “Did McClellan outthink Lee during the first Confederate invasion?”
We often laugh when we think of George McClellan. We enjoy
making McClellan the Union's whipping boy. McClellan, himself,
brings little sympathy to his cause. Full of bravado, often arrogant,
and sometimes insubordinate, McClellan is the general we like to
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dislike. We chuckle when he claimed, following the first invasion of
the North, that it was the second time he had saved the North. Yet
when Robert E. Lee was asked after the war who was the best Union
general he faced, he responded with George McClellan.
Dennis E. Frye is the Chief Historian at Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park. Writer, lecturer, guide, and preservationist, Dennis is
a prominent Civil War historian. Dennis has numerous appearances
on PBS, The History Channel, The Discovery Channel, C-SPAN, Fox
News, A&E, and Voice of America as a guest historian. He helped
produce Emmy award-winning television features on the Battle of
Antietam, abolitionist John Brown, and Maryland during the Civil War.
Dennis is one of the nation’s leading Civil War battlefield
preservationists. He is co-founder and first president of the Save
Historic Antietam Foundation, and he is co-founder and a former
president of today’s Civil War Trust, from whom he received the
Trust’s highest honor - the Shelby Foote Award.
Dues for 2017-2018 are due. Dues for the year are $30 for an
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to
WCWRT. Registration form
2017-2018 Officers of WCWRT:
President: Bill Miller
Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary: Gene Danko
Treasurer: George Callis
The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb and Teresa
Teopke
Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
• December 19, 2017 - Brian Steele Wills - Gone with the glory (The
Civil War in Cinema)
• January 23, 2018 – Carson Hudson – “Custer’s First Stand”
• February 27, 2018 – Ralph Peters: "Civil War Leadership and its
Challenges”
• March 27, 2018 – Peggy Vogstberger – “Patrick Cleburne”
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• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg – “John Buford”
• May 22, 2018 - Dr. James I. Robertson - TBD

Upcoming Outside Events
• September and December 2017 - Prince William County 2017
History Bus Tours details
• September – May, 2018 - The Return of History Happy Hours at
the American Civil War Museum. For details and other museum
events click here.
Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
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December 19, 2017

Brian Steel Wills
“Gone With The Glory:
The Civil War in Cinema”
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday,
December 19, 2017.
On December 19, 2017, Brian Steel Wills will present “Gone with the
glory: The Civil War in Cinema”.
History comes at us in many fashions. Cinema has offered its own
version of the Civil War, often reflecting the times in which films
appear and the expectations that audiences of those periods bring
with them. Reality is less well served, but the characters and stories
that emerge are nevertheless indelible parts of our collective culture
and experience. When it comes to popular presentations of the
American Civil War, few phrases evoke images of that conflict as
powerful as Gone with the Wind, although that epic motion picture
had more to do with the adventures of a young Southern woman than
depictions of war-related themes. This difficulty in melding stories
with facts has been the dilemma of film regarding historical subjects,
with Hollywood frequently turning its focus first to entertainment
values and then to the historical foundation or framework.
Nevertheless, from the silent era to the present day, motion pictures
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have provided one means by which people have connected with their
past. In the process a rich mosaic of figures has emerged for movie
audiences that, in some instances, have become iconic, and the
sweep and grandeur of the subject matter has proven particularly
well-suited to the big screen of the cinema. In more recent years,
subjects have broadened to include other aspects, such as the famed
54th Massachusetts in Glory, the smaller-scale drama in backcountry
Kentucky of Pharoah’s Army, or the struggle for passage of the 13th
Amendment in Lincoln. But, in each instance, the Civil War in cinema
has provided at least the introductory platform for learning more
about the era’s issues, events and personalities.
Brian Steel Wills is the Director of the Center for the Study of the Civil
War Era and Professor of History at Kennesaw State University in
Kennesaw, Ga. He is the author of numerous works relating to the
American Civil War. His most recent publications are The River was
Dyed with Blood: Nathan Bedford Forrest and Fort Pillow (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2014), Confederate General William
Dorsey Pender: The Hope of Glory (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 2013) and George Henry Thomas: As True as Steel
(Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2012), which was the
recipient of the 2013 Richard Barksdale Harwell Award for the best
book on a Civil War topic for the year 2012 presented by the Civil
War Round Table of Atlanta. His latest work is Inglorious Passages:
Noncombat Deaths in the American Civil War (Lawrence: University
Press of Kansas, 2017), just out.
His biography of Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest, A
Battle From the Start: The Life of Nathan Bedford Forrest is currently
in reprint as The Confederacy’s Greatest Cavalryman: Nathan
Bedford Forrest (University Press of Kansas). This work was chosen
as both a History Book Club selection and a Book of the Month Club
selection.
Dr. Wills also authored, The War Hits Home: The Civil War in
Southeastern Virginia, released in October, 2001, and No Ordinary
College: A History of The University of Virginia’s College at Wise,
(2004), both by the University Press of Virginia. Gone with the Glory:
The Civil War in Cinema appeared in 2006 with Rowman and
Littlefield. An updated edition of the James I. “Bud” Robertson, Jr.,
Civil War Sites in Virginia (Virginia) came out in 2011.
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In 2000, Dr. Wills received the Outstanding Faculty Award from the
Commonwealth of Virginia, one of eleven recipients from all faculty
members at public and private institutions across the state. He is
descended from Charles Hasker, a Confederate officer who saw
service on the CSS Virginia and the submarine Hunley before its final
encounter with USS Housatonic.
Last Month
On November 28, 2017, Eric Buckland presented “John S. Mosby –
The Perfect Man in the Perfect Place”.
Colonel John Singleton Mosby, Commanding Officer of the 43rd
Battalion Virginia Cavalry (Mosby’s Rangers) - remains a sterling
example of the quintessential unconventional warfare warrior and
leader. The tactics, techniques and procedures he used during the
War Between the States from January 1863 to April 1865 are still
studied today by United States Army Special Forces and Rangers
and by the United States Marine Corps. Mosby’s personal courage,
intelligence, innovativeness, audacity and innate understanding of
how to plan, conduct and command irregular operations made him a
very painful and persistent thorn in the side of Union forces arrayed
against him and a celebrated hero in the South.
However, even strong personal attributes and exceptional ability need
to be coupled with good fortune and circumstances in order to
achieve the type of sustained success enjoyed by Mosby and his
Rangers. “John S. Mosby: The Perfect Man in the Perfect Place” will
offer superb insight into how John Mosby was able to utilize and
adapt his strengths and abilities to successfully fulfill his mission
requirements, confront the enemy threat, use the operational area’s
terrain to his benefit, recruit men to his unit and garner the support
and loyalty of the local population.
Eric Buckland’s interest in Mosby's Rangers began when he was a
young boy and increased during his 22-year military career. Most of
that time - he retired from the Army as a LTC - was spent in Special
Forces. Eric had multiple deployments to Panama, Honduras and El
Salvador in the 1980’s and believes that military experience provides
a unique understanding of Mosby’s Rangers.
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Dues for September 2017-May 2018 are due. Dues are $30 for an
individual and $35 for a family. Please make checks payable to
WCWRT. Registration form
2017-2018 Officers of WCWRT:
President: Bill Miller
Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary: Gene Danko
Treasurer: George Callis
The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb and Teresa
Teopke
Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
• January 23, 2018 – Carson Hudson – “Custer’s First Stand”
• February 27, 2018 – Ralph Peters: "Civil War Leadership and its
Challenges”
• March 27, 2018 – Peggy Vogstberger – “Patrick Cleburne”
• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg – “John Buford”
• May 22, 2018 - Dr. James I. Robertson - TBD

Upcoming Outside Events
• December 2017 - Prince William County 2017 History Bus Tours
details
• December – May, 2018 - The Return of History Happy Hours at
the American Civil War Museum. For details and other museum
events click here.
• December 16 & 17, 2017 - Christmas at Ellwood Manor details
Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
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January 23, 2018

Chris Bryce
“Grant’s Crossing of the James River and the
Defense of Petersburg June – July 1864”
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday,
January 23, 2018.
On Tuesday, January 23, 2018, Chris Bryce will present Grant’s
crossing of the James River and the defense of Petersburg June-July
1864
On June 12, 1864, General Ulysses S. Grant, secretly withdrew the
Army of the Potomac from its position's in front of Cold Harbor. From
there he and over 100,000 men of the army would embark on one of
the more impressive turning movements of the war. Two days later
after some hard marching and superb logistical work, the Federals
began crossing the James River. Once across the river Grant set his
sights on the vital transportation hub of Petersburg. Defended by
roughly 4,600 Confederate troops under the command of General
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P.G.T. Beauregard, could Petersburg hold out until reinforcements
arrived from General Robert E. Lee who was in the dark about the
whereabouts of Grant's army?
For three days, June 15-18 Grant’s forces pressed the Confederate
defenders to the point of breaking, but the southern troops held on
and inflicted staggering losses upon the Union attackers with one
regiment suffering the highest regimental single battle loss of the
entire war. By the end of June with an infusion of Lee’s forces from
Richmond the battle lines around Petersburg began to stabilize.
In an effort to break the Confederate line Union troops from
Pennsylvania devised a plan to tunnel underneath the Petersburg
defenses and pack the tunnel with explosives to rupture Lee’s line
and enter Petersburg. Would this plan lead to the capture of
Petersburg in July 1864 or would it be another example of “Wasted
Valor” that had been witnessed in front of Petersburg before?
Chris Bryce, is the Assistant to the Superintendent/Public Affairs,
Petersburg National Battlefield
Chris Bryce began his National Park Service Career in 1987 as a
seasonal park ranger at Manassas National Battlefield Park. He
became a permanent employee in 1988 as an interpretive park
ranger at Independence National Historical Park.
In 1992 he returned to Manassas NBP serving as an interpretive park
ranger. In 1999 he became an interpretive park ranger at Colonial
National Historical Park/Yorktown Battlefield. In 2008 he became the
supervisory park ranger for the Historic Jamestowne unit of Colonial
National Historical Park. Where he oversaw the visitor services
operations of the site. In 2010 he became the Chief of Interpretation
for Petersburg National Battlefield. He is currently serving as the
assistant to the park superintendent and the public affairs officer for
the Petersburg National Battlefield
Chris holds a bachelors degree in History with a concentration in 18th
and 19th American military history and 20th century European military
history from East Tennessee State University. He resides with his
family in Williamsburg, VA
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Last Month
On December 19, 2017, Brian Steel Wills presented “Gone with the
glory: The Civil War in Cinema”.
History comes at us in many fashions. Cinema has offered its own
version of the Civil War, often reflecting the times in which films
appear and the expectations that audiences of those periods bring
with them. Reality is less well served, but the characters and stories
that emerge are nevertheless indelible parts of our collective culture
and experience. When it comes to popular presentations of the
American Civil War, few phrases evoke images of that conflict as
powerful as Gone with the Wind, although that epic motion picture
had more to do with the adventures of a young Southern woman than
depictions of war-related themes. This difficulty in melding stories
with facts has been the dilemma of film regarding historical subjects,
with Hollywood frequently turning its focus first to entertainment
values and then to the historical foundation or framework.
Nevertheless, from the silent era to the present day, motion pictures
have provided one means by which people have connected with their
past. In the process a rich mosaic of figures has emerged for movie
audiences that, in some instances, have become iconic, and the
sweep and grandeur of the subject matter has proven particularly
well-suited to the big screen of the cinema. In more recent years,
subjects have broadened to include other aspects, such as the famed
54th Massachusetts in Glory, the smaller-scale drama in backcountry
Kentucky of Pharoah’s Army, or the struggle for passage of the 13th
Amendment in Lincoln. But, in each instance, the Civil War in cinema
has provided at least the introductory platform for learning more
about the era’s issues, events and personalities.
Brian Steel Wills is the Director of the Center for the Study of the Civil
War Era and Professor of History at Kennesaw State University in
Kennesaw, Ga. He is the author of numerous works relating to the
American Civil War. His most recent publications are The River was
Dyed with Blood: Nathan Bedford Forrest and Fort Pillow (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2014), Confederate General William
Dorsey Pender: The Hope of Glory (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 2013) and George Henry Thomas: As True as Steel
(Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2012), which was the
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recipient of the 2013 Richard Barksdale Harwell Award for the best
book on a Civil War topic for the year 2012 presented by the Civil
War Round Table of Atlanta. His latest work is Inglorious Passages:
Noncombat Deaths in the American Civil War (Lawrence: University
Press of Kansas, 2017), just out.
His biography of Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest, A
Battle From the Start: The Life of Nathan Bedford Forrest is currently
in reprint as The Confederacy’s Greatest Cavalryman: Nathan
Bedford Forrest (University Press of Kansas). This work was chosen
as both a History Book Club selection and a Book of the Month Club
selection.
Dr. Wills also authored, The War Hits Home: The Civil War in
Southeastern Virginia, released in October, 2001, and No Ordinary
College: A History of The University of Virginia’s College at Wise,
(2004), both by the University Press of Virginia. Gone with the Glory:
The Civil War in Cinema appeared in 2006 with Rowman and
Littlefield. An updated edition of the James I. “Bud” Robertson, Jr.,
Civil War Sites in Virginia (Virginia) came out in 2011.
In 2000, Dr. Wills received the Outstanding Faculty Award from the
Commonwealth of Virginia, one of eleven recipients from all faculty
members at public and private institutions across the state. He is
descended from Charles Hasker, a Confederate officer who saw
service on the CSS Virginia and the submarine Hunley before its final
encounter with USS Housatonic.
Dues for September 2017-May 2018 are $30 for an individual and
$35 for a family. Please make checks payable to WCWRT.
Registration form
2017-2018 Officers of WCWRT:
President: Bill Miller
Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary: Gene Danko
Treasurer: George Callis
The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
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incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb and
Teresa Teopke
Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
• February 27, 2018 – Ralph Peters: "Civil War Leadership and its
Challenges”
• March 27, 2018 – Peggy Vogstberger – “Patrick Cleburne”
• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg – “John Buford”
• May 22, 2018 - Dr. James I. Robertson - TBD

Upcoming Outside Events
• January – May, 2018 - The Return of History Happy Hours at the
American Civil War Museum. For details and other museum
events click here.

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
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February 27, 2018

Ralph Peters
“Civil War Leadership and its Challenges”
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday,
February 27, 2018.
On Tuesday, February 27, 2018 – Ralph Peters will present "Civil
War Leadership and its Challenges”. Ralph will discuss well-known
commanders and others half-forgotten, how their characters and
backgrounds shaped their successes and failures, and how the
dynamic times in which they lived--an age of technical and political
revolutions--made a war that began under the influence of Napoleon
and Frederick the Great end as the first truly modern war, with the
first modern staffs; the first industrial war machine; and a new age of
mass slaughter.
Ralph Peters is a writer, strategist, media commentator and retired
military officer. He is the author of 33 books and over 1,000 columns,
articles, essays and reviews. Uniformed service, personal interests
and research have taken him to more than 70 countries and six
continents. He served in the U.S. Army for 22 years, first as an
enlisted man, then as an officer, retiring shortly after his promotion to
lieutenant-colonel to write.
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As a soldier, Ralph served in Infantry and Military Intelligence units
before becoming a Foreign Area Officer specializing in Russia and
surrounding states. Special assignments took him to Southeast and
Central Asia, to the Caucasus, to the Kremlin, to Pakistan and
Burma, to the Andean Ridge and the southwest border of the United
States. He has traveled extensively in the Muslim world, as well as
studying India, sub-Saharan Africa, and Indonesia. In addition to
assignments to the Pentagon and the Executive Office of the
President, he served and lived in Europe for over ten years. He has
reported from various conflict zones, including Iraq, Israel and subSaharan Africa.
In 2017, he was inducted into the U.S. Army’s Officer Candidate
School Hall of Fame.
Ralph has published seven books on strategy and military affairs:
Endless War, Wars of Blood and Faith, Never Quit the Fight, Beyond
Baghdad, Beyond Terror, Fighting for the Future, and New Glory.
Lines of Fire, a collection of his most-enduring writings of the past two
decades was published in September, 2011.
Looking for Trouble, a memoir of his adventures in remote corners of
the world while still in uniform, appeared in 2008. Additionally, the
Marine Corps has published a compendium of his research reports
from Africa written between 2003 and 2006.
Also, a novelist, under his own name and as Owen Parry, he has
written a number of bestsellers with international settings, as well as
critically praised historical novels about the Civil War. His New York
Times bestseller Cain at Gettysburg won the 2013 American Library
Association’s W.Y. Boyd Award for Literary Excellence in Military
Fiction, after which his follow-up novels Hell or Richmond and Valley
of the Shadow also won the Boyd Award, making him the first threetime winner in the award’s history. The Damned of Petersburg, the
fourth novel in his Civil War cycle, appeared in 2016 and the
capstone book, Judgment at Appomattox, was published in 2017. His
“by Owen Parry” Civil War mysteries won the Hammett Prize and the
Herodotus Award. In 2015, he received the Goodpaster Award as
that year’s distinguished American soldier-scholar.
Ralph’s commentaries, essays and reviews have appeared in The
New York Post, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, USA
Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter
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Today, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, The Los Angeles Times,
The Boston Herald, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Newsweek,
Harpers, The Weekly Standard, National Review, The Washington
Monthly, Wired, Parameters, Armed Forces Journal, Joint Force
Quarterly, Strategic Review, Armchair General, Military Review and a
range of other domestic and foreign publications. He has appeared
on every major American television and cable-news network, as well
as on many radio programs and in the international media. From
2008 to 2018, he has been Fox News’ Strategic Analyst.
Last Month
On Tuesday, January 23, 2018, Chris Bryce presented Grant’s
crossing of the James River and the defense of Petersburg June-July
1864
On June 12, 1864, General Ulysses S. Grant, secretly withdrew the
Army of the Potomac from its position's in front of Cold Harbor. From
there he and over 100,000 men of the army would embark on one of
the more impressive turning movements of the war. Two days later
after some hard marching and superb logistical work, the Federals
began crossing the James River. Once across the river Grant set his
sights on the vital transportation hub of Petersburg. Defended by
roughly 4,600 Confederate troops under the command of General
P.G.T. Beauregard, could Petersburg hold out until reinforcements
arrived from General Robert E. Lee who was in the dark about the
whereabouts of Grant's army?
For three days, June 15-18 Grant’s forces pressed the Confederate
defenders to the point of breaking, but the southern troops held on
and inflicted staggering losses upon the Union attackers with one
regiment suffering the highest regimental single battle loss of the
entire war. By the end of June with an infusion of Lee’s forces from
Richmond the battle lines around Petersburg began to stabilize.
In an effort to break the Confederate line Union troops from
Pennsylvania devised a plan to tunnel underneath the Petersburg
defenses and pack the tunnel with explosives to rupture Lee’s line
and enter Petersburg. Would this plan lead to the capture of
Petersburg in July 1864 or would it be another example of “Wasted
Valor” that had been witnessed in front of Petersburg before?
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Chris Bryce, is the Assistant to the Superintendent/Public Affairs,
Petersburg National Battlefield
Chris Bryce began his National Park Service Career in 1987 as a
seasonal park ranger at Manassas National Battlefield Park. He
became a permanent employee in 1988 as an interpretive park
ranger at Independence National Historical Park.
Chris holds a bachelor’s degree in History with a concentration in
18th and 19th American military history and 20th century European
military history from East Tennessee State University. He resides
with his family in Williamsburg, VA
Dues for September 2017-May 2018 are $30 for an individual and
$35 for a family. Please make checks payable to WCWRT.
Registration form
2017-2018 Officers of WCWRT:
President: Bill Miller
Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary: Gene Danko
Treasurer: George Callis
The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb and
Teresa Teopke
Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
• March 27, 2018 – Peggy Vogstberger – “Patrick Cleburne”
• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg – “John Buford”
• May 22, 2018 - Dr. James I. Robertson - “The Four-Legged
Soldiers”
Upcoming Outside Events
• February – May, 2018 - The Return of History Happy Hours at the
American Civil War Museum. For details and other museum
events click here.
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• February 3, 2018 - Nineteenth Annual Appomattox Court House
National Historical Park and Longwood University Free Civil War
Seminar details
Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
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March 27, 2018

Peggy Vogtsberger
“Major General Patrick Cleburne”
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday,
March 27, 2018.
On Tuesday, March 27, 2018 Peggy Vogtsberger will present “Major
General Patrick Cleburne”. Major General Patrick R. Cleburne, C.S.A.
was born in County Cork, Ireland, the son of a country doctor, on
March 16, 1828. He trained to be a druggist, but his inability to pass
the Latin part of his examinations led him to join the British Army as a
private. In 1849, he paid to get out of his enlistment and emigrated to
the United States.
Patrick first settled in Cincinnati, but soon learned of a job opportunity
as a druggist in the store of Dr. Charles Nash and Dr. Hector Grant in
Helena, Arkansas. Cleburne accepted the position and moved to
Helena in 1850. His ambition led him to become part owner of the
store. Eventually, he quit to study law and was an attorney when the
war broke out in 1861. He also dabbled into local politics. Cleburne's
political views shifted. He had been a conservative Whig in 1850, but
by 1861 he was an ardent States Rights Democrat.
Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter
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Cleburne enlisted in the Yell Rifles as a private, then became Captain
of the militia unit. He was elected Colonel of the regiment, the 1st
(later 15th) Arkansas. Serving under General William J. Hardee, he
was promoted brigadier general and rose to the rank of major
general. As a division commander, Cleburne's reputation was that of
a fierce and aggressive fighter on the offense, but he also proved to
be very skilful on the defense. Cleburne believed in constant drilling
and training, and he was fortunate to have talented and able
subordinates. With their distinctive battle flag, the presence of
Cleburne's Division on the battlefield was noted by friend and foe.
In January 1864 Cleburne presented a proposal in writing and in a
meeting of the general leadership of the Army of Tennessee calling
for freedom of Southern slaves if they joined the Confederate army.
The proposal, while supported by some, generally met with sharp
disagreement and even outrage.
Cleburne was ordered by the highest authority to suppress and
destroy his proposal. It never became public knowledge until decades
after the war.
General Cleburne was killed, while leading a frontal assault upon the
Federal entrenchments near the Carter Gin House, at the battle of
Franklin, November 30, 1864. He was 36 years old and had recently
become engaged to be married. His loss was mourned by the army
and his legend in death grew to almost iconic status.
Miss Vogtsberger will try to answer some questions: Why did
Cleburne, an Irish immigrant and a non-slaveowner, become so
enamoured of the Southern cause? What did his proposal about
slavery really say? She will go into some detail into the language of
the proposal. Did he expect the fierce opposition to his proposal? Did
his advocacy of the proposal cost him promotion to higher rank, as
many believe? Her talk will only speak of the highlights of his military
career.
Miss Vogtsberger was former president and editor of the
Williamsburg CWRT. She founded the John Pelham Historical
Association in 1982, and a few years ago she started a Facebook
group, The Society of the Army of the Cumberland. In 1995 she
edited the letters of Colonel Richard H. Dulany of the 7th Virginia
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Cavalry, published as The Dulanys of Welbourne: A Family in
Mosby's Confederacy. Her interest in General Cleburne began
decades ago, when she read the book, Cleburne and His Command,
written by Cleburne's A.A.G., Captain Irving A. Buck.
Last Month
On Tuesday, February 27, 2018 – Ralph Peters presented "Civil War
Leadership and its Challenges”. Ralph will discuss well-known
commanders and others half-forgotten, how their characters and
backgrounds shaped their successes and failures, and how the
dynamic times in which they lived--an age of technical and political
revolutions--made a war that began under the influence of Napoleon
and Frederick the Great end as the first truly modern war, with the
first modern staffs; the first industrial war machine; and a new age of
mass slaughter.
Ralph Peters is a writer, strategist, media commentator and retired
military officer. He is the author of 33 books and over 1,000 columns,
articles, essays and reviews. Uniformed service, personal interests
and research have taken him to more than 70 countries and six
continents. He served in the U.S. Army for 22 years, first as an
enlisted man, then as an officer, retiring shortly after his promotion to
lieutenant-colonel to write.
As a soldier, Ralph served in Infantry and Military Intelligence units
before becoming a Foreign Area Officer specializing in Russia and
surrounding states. Special assignments took him to Southeast and
Central Asia, to the Caucasus, to the Kremlin, to Pakistan and
Burma, to the Andean Ridge and the southwest border of the United
States. He has traveled extensively in the Muslim world, as well as
studying India, sub-Saharan Africa, and Indonesia. In addition to
assignments to the Pentagon and the Executive Office of the
President, he served and lived in Europe for over ten years. He has
reported from various conflict zones, including Iraq, Israel and subSaharan Africa.
In 2017, he was inducted into the U.S. Army’s Officer Candidate
School Hall of Fame.
Ralph has published seven books on strategy and military affairs:
Endless War, Wars of Blood and Faith, Never Quit the Fight, Beyond
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Baghdad, Beyond Terror, Fighting for the Future, and New Glory.
Lines of Fire, a collection of his most-enduring writings of the past two
decades was published in September 2011.
Looking for Trouble, a memoir of his adventures in remote corners of
the world while still in uniform, appeared in 2008. Additionally, the
Marine Corps has published a compendium of his research reports
from Africa written between 2003 and 2006.
Also, a novelist, under his own name and as Owen Parry, he has
written a number of bestsellers with international settings, as well as
critically praised historical novels about the Civil War. His New York
Times bestseller Cain at Gettysburg won the 2013 American Library
Association’s W.Y. Boyd Award for Literary Excellence in Military
Fiction, after which his follow-up novels Hell or Richmond and Valley
of the Shadow also won the Boyd Award, making him the first threetime winner in the award’s history. The Damned of Petersburg, the
fourth novel in his Civil War cycle, appeared in 2016 and the
capstone book, Judgment at Appomattox, was published in 2017. His
“by Owen Parry” Civil War mysteries won the Hammett Prize and the
Herodotus Award. In 2015, he received the Goodpaster Award as
that year’s distinguished American soldier-scholar.
Ralph’s commentaries, essays and reviews have appeared in The
New York Post, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, USA
Today, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, The Los Angeles Times,
The Boston Herald, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Newsweek,
Harpers, The Weekly Standard, National Review, The Washington
Monthly, Wired, Parameters, Armed Forces Journal, Joint Force
Quarterly, Strategic Review, Armchair General, Military Review and a
range of other domestic and foreign publications. He has appeared
on every major American television and cable-news network, as well
as on many radio programs and in the international media. From
2008 to 2018, he has been Fox News’ Strategic Analyst.
Dues for September 2017-May 2018 are $30 for an individual and
$35 for a family. Please make checks payable to WCWRT.
Registration form
2017-2018 Officers of WCWRT:
President: Bill Miller
Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary: Gene Danko
Treasurer: George Callis
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The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb and
Teresa Teopke
Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
• April 24, 2018 - Eric Wittenberg – “John Buford”
• May 22, 2018 - Dr. James I. Robertson - “The Four-Legged
Soldiers”
Upcoming Outside Events
• March – May 2018 - The Return of History Happy Hours at the
American Civil War Museum. For details and other museum
events click here.
• April – October 2018 - Chambersburg civil war tours details
Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)
http://wcwrt.org/special_events/chambersburg.pdf
WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
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April 24, 2018

Eric Wittenberg
“The Devil’s to Pay - John Buford at Gettysburg”
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday,
April 24, 2018.
On Tuesday, April 24, 2018, Eric Wittenberg will present “The Devil’d
to Pay” - John Buford at Gettysburg, is based upon the research that
he conducted in conjunction with the publishing of his book by the
same title. Eric will outline the role that Brig. General John Buford and
his First Cavalry Division troops played up to and through the Battle
of Gettysburg. His presentation will focus upon the actions of Buford
and his horse soldiers on the first day of the battle when they
mounted a stiff resistance to impede the progress of the advance of
overwhelming numbers of Confederate infantry until the arrival of the
Union First Corps and Eleventh Corps units. Eric will also discuss the
actions that Buford’s troopers undertook to shepherd and save the
shattered remnants of those two Union infantry corps at the end of
the first day of the battle.
The Roundtable has collaborated with the local chapter of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans to engage Eric Wittenberg for
back-to-back presentations in Williamsburg. He will speak to the
SCV organization on Wednesday evening (April 25) at the
Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter

Page 1 of 5

Colonial Heritage Clubhouse, located at 6500 Arthur Hills Drive.
The event is a dinner meeting, and the cost of the meal is $17.
There are approximately eight slots available for guests, to be
filled on a first come basis. The SCV is offering WCWRT
members the opportunity to attend the event in order to hear a
second presentation from Eric . The SCV has to guarantee the
number of diners to the Clubhouse so those interested in
attending must make reservations and payment in advance.
Please contact Ken Parsons (telephone 757-876-6967 or Email
kparsons320@gmail.com) if you are interested in attending.
Eric J. Wittenberg is a native of Southeastern Pennsylvania. He is an
award-winning Civil War historian whose primary focus has been
cavalry operations in the Eastern Theater and on the Gettysburg
Campaign. He is the author of 21 published books on the Civil War
and dozens of magazine articles. He has won the BachelderCoddington Literary Award, the Gettysburg Civil War Roundtable’s
Book Award, and the United States Army Heritage Foundation’s
Distinguished Writing Award. He is deeply involved in battlefield
preservation work, and often works with the Civil War Trust on
preservation efforts. He is a former president and program chairman
of the Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable, and served on the
Governor of Ohio’s Commission on the Sesquicentennial of the Civil
War. He runs a popular blog, Rantings of a Civil War Historian, and
often travels the country lecturing on the Civil War and leading tours.
He is an attorney in private practice, where he manages his firm’s
litigation practice. He, his wife Susan, and their four golden retrievers
live in Columbus, Ohio.
Last Month
On Tuesday, March 27, 2018 Peggy Vogtsberger presented “Major
General Patrick Cleburne”. Major General Patrick R. Cleburne, C.S.A.
was born in County Cork, Ireland, the son of a country doctor, on
March 16, 1828. He trained to be a druggist, but his inability to pass
the Latin part of his examinations led him to join the British Army as a
private. In 1849, he paid to get out of his enlistment and emigrated to
the United States.
Patrick first settled in Cincinnati, but soon learned of a job opportunity
as a druggist in the store of Dr. Charles Nash and Dr. Hector Grant in
Helena, Arkansas. Cleburne accepted the position and moved to
Helena in 1850. His ambition led him to become part owner of the
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store. Eventually, he quit to study law and was an attorney when the
war broke out in 1861. He also dabbled into local politics. Cleburne's
political views shifted. He had been a conservative Whig in 1850, but
by 1861 he was an ardent States Rights Democrat.
Cleburne enlisted in the Yell Rifles as a private, then became Captain
of the militia unit. He was elected Colonel of the regiment, the 1st
(later 15th) Arkansas. Serving under General William J. Hardee, he
was promoted brigadier general and rose to the rank of major
general. As a division commander, Cleburne's reputation was that of
a fierce and aggressive fighter on the offense, but he also proved to
be very skilful on the defense. Cleburne believed in constant drilling
and training, and he was fortunate to have talented and able
subordinates. With their distinctive battle flag, the presence of
Cleburne's Division on the battlefield was noted by friend and foe.
In January 1864 Cleburne presented a proposal in writing and in a
meeting of the general leadership of the Army of Tennessee calling
for freedom of Southern slaves if they joined the Confederate army.
The proposal, while supported by some, generally met with sharp
disagreement and even outrage.
Cleburne was ordered by the highest authority to suppress and
destroy his proposal. It never became public knowledge until decades
after the war.
General Cleburne was killed, while leading a frontal assault upon the
Federal entrenchments near the Carter Gin House, at the battle of
Franklin, November 30, 1864. He was 36 years old and had recently
become engaged to be married. His loss was mourned by the army
and his legend in death grew to almost iconic status.
Miss Vogtsberger answered many questions: Why did Cleburne, an
Irish immigrant and a non-slaveowner, become so enamoured of the
Southern cause? What did his proposal about slavery really say? She
will go into some detail into the language of the proposal. Did he
expect the fierce opposition to his proposal? Did his advocacy of the
proposal cost him promotion to higher rank, as many believe? Her
talk will only speak of the highlights of his military career.
Miss Vogtsberger was former president and editor of the
Williamsburg CWRT. She founded the John Pelham Historical
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Association in 1982, and a few years ago she started a Facebook
group, The Society of the Army of the Cumberland. In 1995 she
edited the letters of Colonel Richard H. Dulany of the 7th Virginia
Cavalry, published as The Dulanys of Welbourne: A Family in
Mosby's Confederacy. Her interest in General Cleburne began
decades ago, when she read the book, Cleburne and His Command,
written by Cleburne's A.A.G., Captain Irving A. Buck.
Dues for September 2017-May 2018 are $30 for an individual and
$35 for a family. Please make checks payable to WCWRT.
Registration form
2017-2018 Officers of WCWRT:
President: Bill Miller
Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary: Gene Danko
Treasurer: George Callis
The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Tom Lamb,
Teresa Teopke, and Debbie Bedosti.
Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
• May 22, 2018 - Dr. James I. Robertson - “The Four-Legged
Soldiers”
Upcoming Outside Events
• April – May 2018 - The Return of History Happy Hours at the
American Civil War Museum. For details and other museum
events click here.
• April 2018 - American Civil War Museum newsletter click
• April 5, 2018 - Pamplin Historical Park & The National Museum
of the Civil War Soldier is hosting the Petersburg Civil War
Roundtable details
• April 7-8, 2018 - Pamplin Historical Park is holding a 153rd
Anniversary Breakthrough Living-History Weekend on from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily details
• April 25, 2018- - Chris McDaid, archaeologist for Fort Eustis is
forming a chapter of the Archaeological Society of Virginia for
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the Williamsburg Area at an organization meeting at the Library
Theater from 7 to 9 PM.
• April – October 2018 - Chambersburg civil war tours details
• May 4-5, 2018 - Colonial Heritage John Wilkes Booth tour
details
• May 26, 2018 - Emerging Civil War’s first-ever “Pop-Up” Tour!
Join ECW’s Kevin Pawlak and Dan Welch for a special trip
across part of Antietam National Battlefield. details

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)
http://wcwrt.org/special_events/chambersburg.pdf
WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime
you need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote
discussion and study of the Civil War and to further stimulate
interest in all aspects and phases of the Civil War period.
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May 22, 2018

Dr. James I. (Bud) Robertson, Jr.
“The Four-Legged Soldiers”
Join us for the next meeting of the Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable
at the Williamsburg Public Library Theatre at 7 PM on Tuesday,
May 22, 2018.
On Tuesday, May 22, 2018, Dr. Bud Robertson will present “The
Four-Legged Soldiers”. The Civil War could not have occurred
without horses. They were the primary means of transportation for
soldiers as well as all the equipment needed to wage battle. More of
these animals would die than did humans in the nation-making
struggle. At the same time, thousands of troops found solace in a
wide variety of animals who served as regimental mascots. They
played a vital role in sustaining morale in a time of suffering and
loneliness. Such "four-legged soldiers" have a little-known but
valuable story to tell.
One of the most distinguished names in Civil War history, Dr.
Robertson served as Executive Director of the U. S. Civil War
Centennial Commission in the 1960’s and worked with Presidents
Kennedy and Johnson. He then taught 44 years at Virginia Tech,
where his upper division course on the Civil War era attracted 300 or
more students per semester and made it the largest class of its kind
in the nation. He received every teaching award given by Virginia
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Tech. At his retirement in 2011, the University named him Alumni
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of History.
The Danville Virginia native is the author or editor of more than 40
books, including biographies of Generals Robert E. Lee and A. P. Hill,
several works on the common soldiers, and three studies written for
young readers. His massive biography of General “Stonewall”
Jackson won eight national awards and was used as the basis for the
Ted Turner/Warner Brothers mega-movie, “Gods and Generals”. Dr.
Robertson was the chief historical consultant for the film.
The recipient of every major award given in Civil War history, and a
lecturer of national acclaim, Dr. Robertson is probably more in
demand as a speaker than anyone else in the Civil War field.
He holds a Ph D degree from Emory University and honorary
doctorates from Randolph Macon College and Shenandoah
University.
Dr. Robertson is a charter member, by Senate appointment, of
Virginia’s Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission, and was actively
engaged in the Commonwealth’s sesquicentennial observances.
He is the Father of the new traditional state song, “Our Great
Virginia”, approved by the General Assembly in March 2015.
Dr. Robertson’s recent publications include “After The Civil War”,
published by the National Geographic Society, and his annotated
edition of John B. Jones’ “A Rebel War Clerk’s Diary”.
Last Month
On Tuesday, April 24, 2018, Eric Wittenberg presented “The Devil’s
to Pay” - John Buford at Gettysburg, is based upon the research that
he conducted in conjunction with the publishing of his book by the
same title. Eric will outline the role that Brig. General John Buford and
his First Cavalry Division troops played up to and through the Battle
of Gettysburg. His presentation will focus upon the actions of Buford
and his horse soldiers on the first day of the battle when they
mounted a stiff resistance to impede the progress of the advance of
overwhelming numbers of Confederate infantry until the arrival of the
Union First Corps and Eleventh Corps units. Eric will also discuss the
actions that Buford’s troopers undertook to shepherd and save the
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shattered remnants of those two Union infantry corps at the end of
the first day of the battle.
Eric J. Wittenberg is a native of Southeastern Pennsylvania. He is an
award-winning Civil War historian whose primary focus has been
cavalry operations in the Eastern Theater and on the Gettysburg
Campaign. He is the author of 21 published books on the Civil War
and dozens of magazine articles. He has won the BachelderCoddington Literary Award, the Gettysburg Civil War Roundtable’s
Book Award, and the United States Army Heritage Foundation’s
Distinguished Writing Award. He is deeply involved in battlefield
preservation work, and often works with the Civil War Trust on
preservation efforts. He is a former president and program chairman
of the Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable and served on the Governor
of Ohio’s Commission on the Sesquicentennial of the Civil War. He
runs a popular blog, Rantings of a Civil War Historian, and often
travels the country lecturing on the Civil War and leading tours. He is
an attorney in private practice, where he manages his firm’s litigation
practice. He, his wife Susan, and their four golden retrievers live in
Columbus, Ohio.
Dues for September 2017-May 2018 are $30 for an individual and
$35 for a family. Please make checks payable to WCWRT.
Registration form
2017-2018 Officers of WCWRT:
President: Bill Miller
Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary: Gene Danko
Treasurer: George Callis
The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Debbie Bedosti,
Tom Lamb, and Teresa Teopke.
Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
• September 25, 2018 - John Quarstein: “Wake-Up Call – The
Battle of Big Bethel”
• October 23, 2018 - Dr. Curt Fields, a/k/a General Ulysses S.
Grant: “The Battle of Shiloh”
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• November 27, 2018 - Peggy Vogtsberger: “The Battle of Dam
#1”
• December 18, 2018 - Dr. Charles Ross: “Creative Science and
Technology in the Civil War”
• January 22, 2019 - TBA
• February 26, 2019 - TBA
• March 26, 2019 - Ryan Quint: “Determined to Stand and Fight
– The Battle of Monocacy, July 9, 1864”
• April 23, 2019 - Edward Alexander: “Breaking Through to the
Other Side – Petersburg, April 2, 1865”
• May 28, 2019 - Bert Dunkerly: “To the Bitter End: The
Surrenders of the Confederacy”
Upcoming Outside Events
• May 2018 - The Return of History Happy Hours at the American
Civil War Museum. For details and other museum events click
here.
• May – October 2018 - Chambersburg civil war tours details
• May 26, 2018 - Emerging Civil War’s first-ever “Pop-Up” Tour!
Join ECW’s Kevin Pawlak and Dan Welch for a special trip
across part of Antietam National Battlefield. details

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)
http://wcwrt.org/special_events/chambersburg.pdf
WEBSITE: Be sure to frequently visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up to date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime
you need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote
discussion and study of the Civil War and to further stimulate
interest in all aspects and phases of the Civil War period

Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter

Page 4 of 4

